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the advertising columns regularly in The Sun- 
day School Times wilt help in a practicalway toward 
solving many problems that confront those interested 
in better church and Sunday-school management. 


HE advertisements contain real news! Reading 
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My Task . 
By Sally Neill Roach 


The way is dark. 
Across each seeming outlet, in the gloom, 
Fast-closed gates with stern forbidding loom, 
And not one spark 
Of. kindly light that might betoken day 
With cheering gleam falls soft upon the way: 
I turn and turn, and still is barrier thrust— 
Yet, I can trust. 

















. Iam so tired. 
The weary way seems very, very long 
To my impatient feet. The winds are strong, 

_ And seem inspired 
With demon skill, as if the powers of air 
Would thrust me back, if onward still I dare. 
And yet, remembering His promise sure, 
I can endure. 


I hear the call 
That bids me from those pleading turn aside; 
That marks the way when my poor hands must guide 
Lest dear ones fall. 

‘And, looking on, I can but choose the good, 

What these will choose when they have understood 
The things now hid, The Lord my heart will prove. 

j I still can love. 


«Sometime, somewhere” 
The way will open, and the light will shed 
Its welcome radiance upon paths I tread 

With tears and prayer. 
“Sometime” for these I love I shall be given : 
The one great boon that I have asked of Heaven. 
“He will not tarry’ though He linger late— 

; So I can wait. 


Four things to do: 
Trust, and endure, and love, and wait,— and He, 
My eracious Lord, will do all else for me, 
By promise true. 
And then my weariness shall end in rest, 
And love, in Him, shall be forever biest, 


And He in me, and I in Him who died, . 


Be glorified. 








A New Paper—and a Safe One 
—for Young People 


Many letters come to the editors of The Sunday 
School Times asking where sound lesson’ helps and 
Christian reading matter for young people may be 
had. There are such papers, and the editors have 
always been glad to refer inquirers to them. But 
there has been an insistent demand that The Sunday 
School Times Company should publish such literature, 
and after earnest and prayerful study it has-been led 


to do sO. ~ This. month will appear the first issue of 


a Christian weekly (dated March 24, and containing 
the lesson of April 1) for: boys and girls in their 
early teens, from thirteen’ to seventeen. It will be 
called “Christian Youth,” and will show teen age 
pupils how to prepare on the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons in a practical, inviting way. 
Each issue will contain also an interesting, readable 
story; hints on the Senior and Intermediate Chris- 
tian Endeavor topics; Bible puzzles; answers to young 
people’s questions; a “Book Chat” on books worth 
reading in many fields; and “big” news that God’s 
young people ought to know: discoveries in Bible 
lands, sensational and impressive religious events 
throughout the world, how Bible prophecy is. being 
fulfilled in the Holy Land, and missionary achieve- 
ments in carrying the cross of Christ to the farthest 
frontiers. . 

There will be nothing in “Christian Youth” to throw 
doubt on the reliability of God’s Word, or to suggest 
that man came up from lower forms of creation, or 
to encourage any “revolt of youth” against God or 
human laws. The new paper will be edited by the 
Times’ staff, and will stand with The Sunday School 
Times for the old faith, the infallible Word, the suffi- 
cient Saviour and Lord. full-page announcement 
appeared in last week’s issue of the Times; another 
will appear next week. A circular of information may 
be had upon request, or better still, you can try 
“Christian Youth” ten weeks for 10 cents. The regu- 
lar rates are 75 cents a year; or 52 cents, each sub- 
scription, in a package of five or more to one address; 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


= 
Better Than Something to Keep 


Most people think the Gospel is an invitation to 
do something for There could not be a greater 
mistake. ‘A drunkard, very conscious of his weak- 
ness and helplessness, was urged by a lady to ‘Sign 
the pledge and keep it.’ ‘But,’ cried the distressed 
man, ‘I don’t want something to keep! I need some- 
thing to keep me!’ Thank God, he soon.did get, 
not something, but Some One who kept him —that 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom it is said, 
‘He is able to keep.’” The Gospel is the Good News 


: we 


that God will keep us if we accept his Son as his gift 
to us of salvation and life. Having done this by sim- 
ple faith in the truthfulness of God’s Word, we need 
not then even try to keep the gift we have received; 
the Gift will keep us. “Neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand,” says this Lord and Saviour 
of those who have believed in him. Christians who 
recognize this have, as a Church of England clergy- 
man said many years ago of himself, “passed from a 
struggling faith to a resting faith.” It is bound to 
be a struggle, and a useless, defeated struggle, when 
we try to do for. ourselves what only God can do for 
us. Paul had a strong will, and more determination 
than most men, but he knew better than to attempt 
this. Instead, he fairly sang out his unshaken con- 
fidence in the words: “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 


£: 32). 
= 
What Is Faith? 


There is an easy, practical way to have faith. 
A minister said to an evangelist who was holding 
services in his church: “I have no faith in this mat- 
ter, but I see it in the Word of God and I am going 


to act on God’s Word, no matter how I feel.” And 
the evangelist replied, “Why, that is faith!” The 
Word of. God is the secret of faith. “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and-hearing by the word of God.” And 


faith is God’s gift to us, “the faith of the Son of God.” 
We do not attain or achieve faith; we simply receive 
it as we read God’s Word. Peter speaks of obtaining 
faith, “To them that have obtained like precious 
faith with us through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Many a child of God is 
failing to enjoy God’s richest blessings in Christ be- 
cause he fails to, receive the gift of faith, He looks 
within himself for some quality that will enable him 
to believe, instead of “looking unto Jesus” who is “the 
author and finisher of our faith.” We are slow to 
realize that all pertaining to the old creation has been 
utterly condemned, and all in the new creation is in 
Christ Jesus from whom we receive “all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness.” “If our faith were 
but more simple, we would take him at his: Word, and 
our lives would be all sunshine in the sweetness of 
the Lord.” 


Grace in Overflowing Fullness 


in"the n*as the word “grace.” There is a*sweet- 

ness in the dealings of God with his own twice- 
bofn children that is unknown to others, however 
high their attainments in character building. 

The word is referred to in the New. Testament 
Epistles over one hundred and twenty times, and all 
but four of the twenty-one Epistles begin and end 
with the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, as does the 
Book of Revelation. 

In the thought of the Spirit it seems as though there 
were one thing that needs special emphasis, and that 
is grace —“The Word was made flesh, ... (and we 
beheld his glory, :.. .) full of grace.” 

It would seem as though “blindness in part is hap- 
pened” not only “‘to Israel” but to the Church in her 
lack of appreciation, of “the glory of his grace.” 

A story is told of a young débutante who was blind 
from infancy. When arrangements were being made 
for her marriage to a young man of considerable 
means who was soon to cross the Atlantic to make 
her his own, a great oculist happened to visit the city, 
and hearing of her case offered to operate upon her 
eyes in the hope of restoring her sight. 

“There is but. one chance in a thousand,” he said, 
“that such an operation may prove successful, but it 
is worth going after that one chance.” 

_ The case was entrusted to him. No financial con- 
sideration entered into the terms that bound. the bride- 
groom to make a-final test of.the results at the mar- 
riage altar immediately preceding. the ceremony. 

Day after day his fiancée waited in the shade of a 
darkered room until -at length the fateful hour ar- 

-¥ived; The cathedral was packed from end to end. 


Fst words have as much fragrance wrapped up 


Never had the huge edifice looked so attractive in 
floral decorations. Rarely had the popular -wedding 
march been rendered in a way more worthy of Felix 
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy himself than when the bride 
entered leaning on the arm of her father. Wreathed 
with orange blossoms, her court train borne by pages 
in the style of Louis XIV, before the white-surpliced 
dean she stood. 

The last strains of the march still reverberated from 
loft to gallery when the groom began to remove the 
bandages. It was a moment tremulous with destiny. 
His hand trembled. As the last cloth was laid aside 
he lifted one eyelid, then the other, peering into the 
beautiful soft brown eyes so long sightless. 

For a moment the bride seemed dazed, confused, be- 
wildered. Soon the vision of her lover dawned upon 
her. Oblivious to all else she gazed and gazed into 
his kind, sympathetic face in silent ecstasy, enrap- 
tured. 

“O, if such glimpse of love is so divinely sweet, 

What will it be, O Lord, above Thy glad’ning smile 

to meet; 

To see Thee face toe face, Thy perfect likeness wear, 

And all Thy ways of wondrous grace. through endless 

years declare?” 

And what will it be below, here and now, when 
the blindness’ and bandages of erroneous conceptions 
of Him, as well as of pride, preiudice, and ignorance 
that now dim the vision of the Bride, are removed 
as she yields herself to His touch and “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” stands out before her in clear relief? 

Never, perhaps, has there been greater activity than 
in our own day on the part of the Adversary to blind, 
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if possible, the Church to the living, lovirig, glorious 
reality that her Lord is, and to wrap her round and 
round with every sort of bandage. Modernism is 
working overtime to prevent men from seeing Im- 
manuel, “GOD with us,” whose name is called “The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” Spiritism is preventing many from seeing 
that he is anything more than “an adVanced spirit 
in the sixth sphere.” Christian Science would have 
men believe that he is a mere idea, for, to quote the 
words of its founder, “The Virgin Mother conceived 
an idea of God and gave to her ideal the name of 
Jesus.” 

Stripped of his supernatural birth and deity, he is 
stripped of his grace in every sense and meaning of 
the word, 

Many men poured out their lifeblood for others 
in the World War and we bow to the memory of their 
heroism, but the sacrifice of Calvary must ever be 
unique, for there it was that grace was unveiled 
when the infinite and eternal God, in the person of 
his Son, “his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree.” 

Bonar once said: “Grace from its very nature has 
only one direction it can take. It always flows down. 
Grace is love indeed, but it is God’s love to crea- 
tures who do not deserve his love.” 

Said Campbell Morgan: “Grace (charis, or joy) 
is the desire in the heart of the blessed God to com- 
municate his own joy to the hearts of others. Grace 
is the passion of God to bless. Grace is the love of 
God seizing every opportunity to gladden the sinful 
and undeserving. Grace explains the mystery of the 
Cross for there it took hold of sin and conquered and 
canceled it.” ; 

“Grace,” said Dr. Jowett, “is love-energy minister- 
ing to the unlevely with its loveliness. It is the 
divine energy issuing in the ministry of love in quest 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of the-unlovely, and by the communication of itself 
converting the unlovely into the lovely.” 

But the crowning definition of grace comes: to us 
from the Spirit through the apostle Paul: “God, who 
is rich in mercy, for -his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ, (by grace are ye saved;) and 
Hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages 
to come he might shew the. exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness. toward us threugh Christ Jesus” 
(Eph. 2: 4-7). ; 

That sinners dead to God and corrupt in his sight 
could thus be brought into such nearness to a holy 
God as to be evermore. “together,” “together,” ‘“to- 


gether,” —three times he repeats the word as though 
it meant much to him—this is G-R-A-C-E spelled 
large. . 


There should be something peculiar about the pro- 

onaga Bride of Christ, even in her humblest mem- 
er. 

meanor or manner, which will be characteristic of 
the true aristocracy of Heaven. An air of fine breed- 
ing will be manifested unconsciously, indicating that 
she is “born from above.” She will manifest that 
grace of her Lord “which endowed all expressions of 
his life with an indefinable charm.” 

“His grace came to me in overflowing fullness.” 
May this be the testimony of’ every reader, and “the 
delightfulness of Adonay our God” will “be upon us” 
(Psa. 90:17, Rotherham). 


“Soon shall my eyes behold Thee 
With rapture face to face: 
The half hath not been told me 
Of all Thy power and grace; 
The beauty, Lord, and glory: 
he wonders of Thy love 
Shall be the endless story 
Of Thy poor saint above.” 





Is Ecclesiastes Inspired ? 


May I come to you for help concerning the attitude 
I should take in studying Ecclesiastes? The Co-ed 
Sunday-school class of our college has just started 
studying the book. Our leader, a member of the 
faculty, is a brilliant young man, greatly admired by 
students as well as by most of the faculty. 

But his discussion this morning seemed so de- 
structive. I do not believe that there was one sen- 
tence said which might have strengthened one’s faith. 
I feel quite certain that most students who believe the 
Bible to be the inspired Word of God left the class 
doubting whether Ecclesiastes should be included in 
the Bible. The instructor is inclined to believe that 
the book was not written by Solomon, but says that 
the only reason it was included in the canon is be- 
cause it was attributed to him. He feels that the 
book is full of contradictions and that no other than 
an. agnostic could have written it. He feels that 
“eat, drink, and merry, for tomorrow we die,” 
is the keynote of the whole book. 

I had been under the impression that such passages 
as Ecclesiastes 3: 19-21 referred to man who has 
not God in his heart. I suggested that this morn- 
ing in our discussion, but Mr. pointed out that 
there was nothing in the entire book to substantiate 
the statement. 

I believe as you do that the Bible is God’s Word 
to us, but will you please help make it clear why so 
much of this book has a decided pessimistic trend? 
I would not question or doubt the Word, for I know 

t the wisdom of the most intelligent man is as 
nothing before the wisdom of the living God; but 
I wish. to be a true help to those with whom I come: 
in contact. I believe that God can take even the little 
“loaf” I have and make it useful for his cause if 
I will only be guided by him. : 

_ Will you pray that the Lord will put some word 

in. my mouth that will help to strengthen some other 

student’s faith in God and his Word rather than 

weaken it? I long to live for His glory in all I 
~@° and say.— Busy college girl.” 


May many readers of the Times pray for this col- 
lege girl, and for the others in her college class, that 
their faith in the Word of God may be unshaken or 
restored, and that she may be used to strengthen the 
faith of her classmates, 

Ecclesiastes is part of the inspired Word of God. 
It has been so recognized through the centuries by 
the Church of Christ, and in Old Testament times 
by God’s people Israel; but this recognition did not 
make it the Word of God: the fact that it is God’s 
Word was the reason for its recognition as such by 
believers, 

_ Fhe brilliant young faculty member who is ‘teach- 
ing this book to the class of college students, and 
who says “no other than an agnostic could have writ- 
ten it,” will have difficulty in explaining the climax of 
the book, the end of the reasoning of the alleged 


agnostic author. Here are the last two verses of 
Ecclesiastes: 





Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 


4 





Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this 
is the whole duty of man. 

For God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with» every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil. 


These are not the words of an agnostic. They are 
not the words of an unbeliever. They are the words 
of the Holy Spirit, God-breathed through the holy 
man who spoke, throughout this book, as he was 
moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 1: 21). 

True, Ecclesiastes is unique among the sixty-six 
books of the Bible. That very fact testifies to its in- 
spiration. It was written by Solomon toward the end 
of his life, after he had tested in personal experience 
all that the wisdom and pleasures of this world could 
give him. His sin was the greater because, at the 
beginning of his forty-year reign over God’s people, 

had given him “a wise and an understanding 
heart” beyond any other man of the human race (1 
Kings 3:12). God gave him also riches and honor, 
so that no other king on earth in his lifetime was 
even a rival. “And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, 
even as the sand that is on the seashore. And S 
mon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children 
of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For 
he was wiser than all men... and his fame was in 
all nations round about. And he spake three thousand 
proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. 
And he spake of trees, . . . he spake also of beasts, 
and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. 
And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had 
heard of his wisdom” (1 Kings 4:29-34).. In spite 
of all this Solomon sinned, turning away from God 
and trying out the empty, worthless“ wisdom of men, 
and the pleasures of sin instead of the joys of right- 
eousness, until he had drained the cup ef human life 
to its dregs. “King Solomon loved many strange 
women, . . . he had seven hundred wives, princesses, 
and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned 
away his heart ... after other gods . . . And Solomon 
did evil in the sight of the Lord” (1 Kings 11: 1-6). 

This was the man who wrote Ecclesiastes. He could 
speak out of a bitter experience such as no man on 
earth, before him or after him, has ever had. He 
knew beyond all other men the uttermost scope of 
human knowledge and wisdom and pkasure. Both 
by experience and by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
he tells us, at the beginning of his book Ecclesiastes: 
“Vanity of vanities . . . vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity.” Then he goes.on, accurately and by inspira- 
tion setting down everything “under the sun,” all the 
conclusions and reasonings of the natural man at his 
best. “Inspiration set down accurately what passes, 
but the conclusions and reasonings are, after all, 
man’s.” 

Dr. J. W. Weddell, in his valuable book “Your 
Study Bible” €Harper and Bros., New York, $1.25, 
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postage 10 cents), which gives a brief summary ‘of 
the contents and teachings of each book of the Bible, 
says, of Ecclesiastes: 

“Is this an ancient ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’? Yes, but 
at the first it reads more like ‘the Rake’s Progress.’ 
The confessions of a royal’ roué. : 

“It «is, in fact, the apologia mez vite of King 
Solomon; the worldly side -of his life, and like. all 
inspired writings it tells the truth, the utter truth, 
of the matter in hand. ‘ : 

“Wee chave -here, in-profound introspective discussion, 
the new’ and old question: Is life worth living? 
Solomon has tested it to the full—no man could -bet- 
ter do it or better tell it— and the answer he gives 
is not reassuring for the life that now is. But -wait 
for his latest word; study well his conclusion. That 
gives the clue to the maze.” 

The various chapters are summarized by Dr. Wed- 
dell, in which man advises his fellow man_ to try 
human wisdom, mirth, and pleasure, Epicureanism, the 
Stoie’s philosophy, Ritualism or formal religion, 
wealth, reputation, and says of each, as expressed in 
the experience and wisdom of Solomon, that it is only 
vanity; then Dr. Weddell continues: ; 

“But now, with chapter eight comes the first hint 
of the final conclusion: ‘Yet surely I know that it 
shall be well with them that: fear God’ (8:12); 
voiced more fully in the last words of the book, ‘Fear 
God, and keep his commandments; for this is the 
whole duty of man’ (12:13). 

“In short, the Preacher, as he is called, who has 
been looking back and-looking ground and within, 
now looks up, and he sees God and is satisfied. Satis- 
fied, as we know from the fuller light of the New 
Testament, because of God’s satisfaction in Christ; 
for ‘this is his commandment, That we should believe 
on the name of his Son’ (1 John 3:23). Keep this 
one commandment and all commandments. are -kept, 
and we have learned the secret of living. 

“It was Dr. William G. Moorehead who gave us 
the key to the vain quest in the phrase, ‘under the 
sun’ (1:3); it occurs twenty-eight times. ‘Under 
the sun’ life is scarce worth living; but above the 
sun and in the heavens — glorious!” 

Dr. Alvin E. Bell, in his valuable book “The Gist of 
the Bible” (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1.50, net), 
giving bird’s-eye views of each of the sixty-six books, 
makes the illuminating statement concerning Ecclesi- 
astes: “You may prove almost any of the teachings 
of the materialist, fatalist, or the sensualist by isolat- 
ing parts of the first eleven chapters of Ecclesiastes 
from ‘the conclusion of the whole matter’ in the last’ 
-chapter. The familiar words of our railroad tickets, 
‘not good if detached,’ should be written opposite al- 
most everything in Ecclesiastes except the last chap- 
ter. . .. The advice of this prodigal, who has finally 
come to himself and returned to his Father, is, ‘Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them’ 
(Eccles, 12: 1).” 

ya 


Are Conversion and 
Regeneration Different? 


Is there a difference between conversion, meaning 
born again, and regeneration? I have heard a cer- 
tain minister of extensive education say there is a 
marked distinction—A Mississippi reader. 


Conversion and regeneration are as different as the 
work of man and the work of God. Conversion is 
man’s part; regeneration is God’s part. Conversion 
does not mean “born again,” but regeneration does; 
the latter comes from the two Latin words re, mean- 
ing again, and generare, meaning to beget. 

The two Greek words in the New Testament that 
are translated “be converted” are strepho and epi- 
strepho. Strepho means “to turn’; epistrepho means 
“to ‘turn about.” When the Lord said, “Except ye 
be converted, and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3), 
he said literally, “Except ye turn .. .”. When Peter 
said to the men of Israel: ‘Repent ye therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 
3:19), he said -literally, “Repent ye therefore, and 
turn about, that your sins may be blotted out.” Con- 
version, according to the New Testament, is the turn- 
ing of a sinner to Christ as Saviour. It is the only 
thing the sinner can do for salvation; and it means 
that the sinner recognizes that God must do everything 
for him if he is to be saved. 

Then a wonderful thing happens. The sinner who 
thus turns to Christ, having been born the first time 
in a/natural way through human parentage, is born 
a second time, or born again, by a miraculous act of the 
Holy Spirit. This new birth or second birth is regen- 
eration. .The sinner can be converted or turn to God 
of his own will; only God can regenerate any human 
being and bring the second birth to pass. So we read 
concerning Christ and sinners: “As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name: which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1: 12, 19). 
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Chinese Rifles and the Shield 





A flash light, an Alpine stock, and the sword of the Spirit 





of Faith 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 














a full moon, and a new fall of snow. Mrs. Scott 

and I were returriing from a prayer-meeting at the 
South Suburb of Tsi Nan Fu, capital of Shantung 
Province. This meeting had been held in the theologi- 
cal seminary building of the Shantung Christian Uni- 
versity, outside, that is, south. of the city wall; and 
we were bound for our station compound, inside the 
East Suburb wall, several miles away. 

The evening was so entrancing that we decided to 
walk outside the city. wall on our homeward return. 
Thus *we should avoid the much trampled slush and 
mud of narrow, crowded streets. and have a fine view 
of the near-by hills, white-clad and glorious, lying to 
the south of the city wall, and roughly parallel to it. 

So rarely does our region capture a heavy snow 
fall—- dust from the south blowing in our faces most 
of the winter, no less than during the spring and fall 
—that this visitation; so fresh and pure, was very 
welcome, doubly beautiful. As the untrodden snow, 
clean and crisp, crunched under foot, our Michigan 
and Massachusetts hearts rejoiced in the sound; it 
reminded us of many an invigorating and delightful 
winter tramp back in the dear old home States. 

The setting was ideal for a walk. On our right the 
huge masses of the hills, lifting up their rugged bulk, 
now softened in contour by their mantle of whiteness 
and glistening under the brilliant orb of night, were 
clothed with a new majesty reflected from its bright- 
ness; while the ancient gray wall, with its battlements 


|: WAS a perfect winter night —cloudless, quiet, 


_and towers, to our left, was silhouetted the sharper in 


its grimness by its setting of light. 
Carnal or Spiritual Weapons? 


And who can describe the appeal in all its implica- 
tions of a venerable city wall? 

To anyone gifted with a trained historic imagina- 
tion, and with sympathy born out of experience of its 
meaning, its spiritual significance is tantalizing to a 
degree. _In its teeming life, its hum or roar; in the 
engrossment, now of: business, now of war, now of 
intrigue or reign of terror, of colorful heathen  féte 
or funeral; the excitement of woe or pathos, rarely of 
mirth or open and hearty rejoicing —centuries long — 
in all this, it is fascinating. 

That night, amid the outside-the-wall stillness, 
we’ were especially impressed with the ensemble noises 
of the great human beehive that arose inside the wall. 
In that ensemble were all the irresolution, distrac- 
tion, the doubt, the suspicion, the fear, the. evil intent, 
the worm-hole cupidity,—%in fact, “the unrestingness 
of not resting in Christ,” that make it impossible for 
the heathen heart to do anything acceptable in the 
sight of the true and living God. 

But immediately around us the quiet was complete, 
the peace profound. ‘This effect was heightened, if 
possikle, by the presence, all:about, of thousands of 
grave mounds of varying sizes, and of great holes 
(like a shell-pitted -battlefield) whence the coffins 
had been removed. e 
-.This was the vast burial ground of a city we knew 
not how. old, the potter’s field of the - uncounted 
myriads. of the poor, and the temporary resting place 
of the corpses of the well-to-do who are buried here 
until relatives can move the coffins to the ancestral 
seats, possibly in some distant Province, where only 
the spirits of the dead could rest in peace. And what 
peace! The nebulous and doubtful felicities of the 
ga future, and to the heathen heart, unknow- 
able. 

Suddenly our dog “Mikie” who had been zestfully 
chasing rabbits over the as yet untracked snow, 
changed his sharp, staccato yelp of pointer-joy-on-the- 
trail to a growl of warning. Though some rods away, 
the note of defiance and of defense was plain. Soon 
we saw, in the direction where he stood stiffened, 
four men, ghostlike and clad in.the light gray of the 
army, rise from behind a big white mound, and begin 
to run -toward us. As they floundered on, Mikie 
manifestly. tried to retard them,.as an efficient rear 
guard should do. They were shouting hoarsely now, 
and brandishing their rifles. Were they soldiers or 
bandits? Often the same ills, by day the former, 
by night the latter. 

We could not run; escape thus was impossible. So 
we. walked slowly on; Mikie, wary and quick, was 
skirmishing now like cavalry ahead of them. Ever 
nearer us, but faithfully between them and us, he 
was, like Kurapatkin, “putting up a masterly strategic 
retreat,” barking his loudest and growling his fiercest. 
I wondered why they did not shoot him, or try. to. 

In the confusion of increased: heart pounding I felt 
a distinct sense of satisfaction, as, starting my. watch 
(my sainted mother’s gift to me) along a vertical 
toboggan ‘slide, down the: inside of my clothes, I felt 


Other stories-that bear the same testimony to 

the prayer-answering and delivering God will be 

found in Dr. Scott’s book, “Answered Prayer in 

China” ($1.50, Harper and Erothers, 49 East Thir- 
ty-third Street, New York City). 








it snuggle, cold and hard, in the heel of my left shoe. 
It,-at least, was not so easy to find as money in pocket 
that is replaceable. 

Meanwhile, we had rounded the southeast corner 
of the wall.ard started northward. But the men were 
now so close and threatening in language and -de- 
meanor -that I stopped, backed Mrs. Scott into a cor- 
ner made by a giant sentry tower that stood out from 
the alignment of the wall, and took my stand in front 
of her, facing the on-coming ruffians. 

Could I, by any of my old football tactics, suddenly 
spring upon them, protect her from violence? She 
and I-had not spoken during those last moments, as 
we labored. on through the snow; but we had a good 
understanding. Each was earnestly praying for guid- 
ance and deliverance. : 

In my ulster pocket was a flash light, long and 
heavy, that I thought—if worse came to worst—I 
could use as a policeman’s “billy”; also, I carried a 
thick, sturdy alpine stock, a companion of Swiss moun- 
tain climbing. On its end was a strong, sharp iron 
point usable as a bayonet. 

Just then, only a few feet away, one man raised 
his rifle and deliberately aimed—as we afterward 


learned, to kill. In his murderous fury he was scarcely . 


restrained by his comrades. And then it flashed over 
me. (Amazing, how much can flash, in a twinkling !) 
You, a missionary, are not here to use carnal weapons. 
How do they represent the Prince of Peace? “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places.” 

Verse after verse of the Bible flashed like pictures 
on the screen of my mind, verses long ago memorized 
but which I thought I had forgotten; and each apropos, 
to direct my thoughts into right action, “right” ac- 
cording to God’s standard. “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee.” “The wicked [unrepentant] are 
like the troubled sea, when it cannot~—rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” How I blessed the 
mother and a certain Sunday-school teacher who had 
taught me to memorize Scripture! Back in the peace- 
ful little boyhood home town, how. unconscious -we 
had been of the comfort that these verses were to 
bring during the long years ahead, on the other side 
of the pianet. 


Mrs. Scott Taken for a Bandit 


But what particularly calmed and ‘satisfied me in 
this present need was the verse we had learned that 
very morning, that wonderful word of encouragement 
spoken by Paul to his timid young elder-friend, 
Tiraothy, in the midst of a great heathen city, full of 
its s:.picions and superstitions, its fears and crooked- 
ness, its vicious men and terror methods, just like 
this great city. With what a balm of assurance it 
flashed: “For God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind!” 

Thank God! With that verse I was now ready to 
meet these rascals! By this time all had leveled their 
guns at our breasts, point blank range. At the same 
time they poured forth abuse and threatenings in- 
tended to intimidate and frighten. But the Holy 
Spirit had now taken control of the situation. They 
roared: “What are you doing here? Explain your- 
selves!” . And they intimated, none too graciously, 
that they suspected us of being robbers. Even under 
those circumstances, I had to smile at the thought of 
Mrs. Scott — petite, dainty, and benign— being taken 
for a bandit! We felt that in the heat of their 
worked-up wrath, they were nerving themselves to 
a semblance of justification for robbing us, or worse. 

Again in a flash I could not but contrast the Chi- 
nese soldier with the foreign, and the reaction of the 
Chinese to his own soldiery with that of the foreigner 
toward his guardians of the peace. And what a sorry 
figure the Chinese soldiers cut! Harassing city 
dwellers but especially country folk, they are often 
quartered’ on them, squatting in their homes, forcibly 
taking their bedding,.devouring their food, burning up 
their fuel, outraging their women — and justifying all 
by the excuse that their officers have stolen their 


“wages, the money: never having been paid into their 


hands; many of this gray clad horde being rough, 
coarse, ignorant, superstitious, vile off-scourings, ne’er- 
do-wells, morons, village bullies, jobbers, fugitives 


from justice, criminals, professional bandits who, 
while they- prey upon the people, wear this significant 
legend upon their arm-bands, “Love country and pro- 
tect the people”! 

And then I thought ‘of the American soldier who, 
obeying orders issued by his government, is promptly 
on the scene of any danger, distress, or disaster, 
whether fire, riot, tornado, earthquake, hurricane, or 

ood; and is there to help people in their need, not 
to loot or rob; so quick and ready is he in courage; 
so plucky and resourceful in dire straits; so cheerful, 
sympathetic, gallant, and self-sacrificing of spirit, both 
in the homeland and abroad, as- were the State’s 
Guardsmen during the Mississippi River debacle; as 


- were our Marines, when several ran down from Pe- 


king to protect the children in the North China Amer- 
ican School at Tung Chou, when the private armies 
of rival chieftains were fighting’ around that com- 
pound; or, as at Nanking, during the atrocities there 
committed when. a dozen marines guarded a company 
of endangered foreign women and chiidren fleeing 
from the vain protection of a no longer honored Amer- 
ican Consulate and flag to the shelter of Socony Hill; 
escorting them safely at mortal cost to themselves ; 
and in that galiant defense, killing scores of brutal 
attackers who would have killed these women — and 
worse. 


The Soldier’s Soliloquy 


How different all this “flavor,” in spirit and deed, 
from these four men who like jackals had cornered 
their prey, and were about to pounce upon it. No 
wonder that the Chinese, in a long list of. their afflic- 
tions and woes, put the “soldier pest” first, even above 
drought and flood and famine and plague. 

Thus the quartet stood, hemming us in and revil- 
ing us. Finally in the interstices of the volume of 
vituperative fierceness; I managed to get in a word 
edgewise. I told them I was. an American, a mission- 
ary pastor of many years in China, and well known 
here. Interrupting me, they denied it with cursing. 
I was sure they could not read, but handed them my 
card, over which they puzzled. Again I attempted to 
speak. How that passage, 2 Timothy 1:7, steadied 
and comforted! I said: “We have lived here a long 
time and only to help your peopie. We came not to 
trade or make money; but to establish schools of 
true light and preach a doctrine of real happiness. 
Because our friends worship the Jesus God, not in fear 
but in love, they have been interested to send money; 
they have pitied the starving people of your Province, 
and enabled us to feed them, in this very region, dur- 
ing the famine, when the well-to-do Chinese did not 
pity them, when they had no hope!” 

Suddenly one fellow pulled down his gun, and 
blurted out: “I live in Village, forty li from 
here. Foreign Shepherd Shi [Scott] came there and 
saved my family from starving! Do you know him?” 
“Yes, rather! I am he!” The man stepped, rather 
shot, forward, between us and the other three, and ran 
his, hand along their gun barrels, pushing them down. 

Then, as if alone, he soliloquized: “And I was 
about to shoot you, who saved me and mine from the 
famine!” (Indeed he turned out to be the one whom 
his pals had scarcely restrained from firing at ws 
from a distance.) At first he seemed rather smitten 
of-conscience. Then his face lighted up. He smiled, 
and became a different man. How little could I know, 
several years earlier when absorbed in the gruelling 
work of famine relief (and helped in it, incidentally, 
too, by the generous, sympathetic Sunday School 
Times Family) that this “auspicious event,” as it 
turned out to be, could be one of the fruitages, one 
of the results of the spirit of Christ manifested dur- 
ing those harrowing experiences! 

Then they wanted to talk and make it all right. 
Each, now friendly, vociferously and at the same 
time, tried to explain how it happened; how it was 
a mistake; and how much they thought of Americans, 
especially of us! 

So we parted good friends, with many bowings and 
scrapings and assurance of mutual good will there in 
the moonlight beside the hoary wall. 

That night on our return home Mikie got an extra 
good meal and many pattings. And we! We thanked 
God fervently for ‘preservation from “the terror by 
night”; even more, for deliverance by his grace, 
from “the spirit of fear,’ in the presence of that 
“terror”; even more, for ,the Word, both sure and 
steadfast, that his Holy Spirit had. planted -in our 
hearts, as the source of the highest courage that 
alone can cast out fear; that Word that can un- 
shackle Christ’s own, anywhere, everywhere, from 
any: and all fears. 


Tst Naw Fu, Caiwa. 
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The Easter Glory 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 


Orentnc Hymn BY THE ScHoor—‘“Let the Easter 
Glory Shine.” 


¢Tune, “I Love to Tell the Story.”) 


© let the Easter glory 
Shine forth the world around, 
And tell the joyful story 
Where’er sad hearts are found; 
Fer Christ hath burst His prison, 
Aside the graveclothes cast, 
And as a Conqueror risen; 
Death could not hold Him fast, 


Chorus 
© let the Easter glory 
Shine all the world around, 
And tell the joyful story 
Where’er sad hearts are found. 


O set the world to singing 

His _—— o’er land and sea, 
Afar the echoes ringing 

With shouts of victory; 
Fer death no more is reignin 

His mighty power hath fi 
Since Christ, the triumph gaining, 

Hath risen from the dead. (Chorus.) 
O may that glory lighten 

All hearts with hope today, 
And life’s long pathway brighten, 

And chase dark fear away ; 
For in Christ’s resurrection 

God’s own sure promise lies, 
That unto life’s perfection, 

In Christ, we too shall rise. (Chorus. ) 


OPENING PRAYER. 
RESPONSIVE BIBLE REApinc—“Easter Proofs.” 


Leader— t 
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection.” 
his claim to be true? 


School— 


What proved 


His own resurrection there_ 
On that Easter dawn so fair. 
Leader— 
Jesus said, “I am the life.” 
truth of his words have we? 


School— 


What proof of the 


He laid down His life for men, 
Easter day He lived again. 
Leader— 
Jesus said, “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.” What proves that claim true? 
School— 
Death’s strong power He flung aside, 
And rose in might at Eastertide. 
Leader— 
Jesus | said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the 


Father.” “I and my Father are one.” What proves 
it true? 
School— 
Glory, power, and life divine 
In His resurrection shine. 
Leader— 


Jesus said, “He that believeth in me, though he 

were dead, yet shall he live.’ Why do we believe 
Jesus can keep this promise? 

School— 
Death must now Christ’s power obey, 
Since He triumphed Easter day. 
Leader— 

Jesus said, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, . . . and have 
the keys of hell and of death.” 

School— ~- 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to 
him.” “And tet all fiesh bless his holy name for 
ever and ever.” 


Hymn BY THE ScHoot—“O Shout Ye for Gladness.” 


(Tune, “Whiter than Snow.”) 


O shout ye for gladness, in song lift your voice, 
A glorious, message bids. all hearts rejoice, 
Bids sorrow and sighing to flee far away, 

For Jesus is risen, is risen today. 


Chorus 


Risen teday, yes, risen today ; 
Our Saviour all-glorious is risen today. 


O shout ye for gladness, O tell far and wide 
That Jesus who suffered, for our sakes who died, 
Ts living again, and is living for aye; 

For, Jesus 1s risen, is risen today.. (Chorus.) 





EXERCISE BY JUNIOR DEPARTMENT—“A Garland of 

Praise.” 

(The first child carries a wreath of green foliage, 
preferably laurel. Each of the other seven children 
carries an Easter lily blossom, which they give at the 
close of the verse they recite to the first child, who 
twines the stem into the wreath, making a wreath of 


_ lilies at the close.) 


First Child— 

In memory of our heroes brave, 
Who for us fought and died, 

We twine sweet garlands, and we set 
One hallowed day aside. 

In memory of our Lord, who died 
And rose this day of days 

We wreathe a Victor’s glory crown, 
A garland of our praise. 


Second Child— 
Let memory bring an offering sweet 
© weave into His crown, 
Who left Heaven’s glory for our sakes 
And to this earth came down. 
Third Child— 
A tribute. of our praise we bring 
To Him who chose to live 
Amid earth’s sin and pain and woe, 
That healing He might give. 
Fourth Child— 
fair must be this _— brought 
To Him who chose to 
Upon the cruel cross for aa 
That we might live on high. 
Fifth Child— 
And this praise-offering that we add 
Shines as with glory-light, 
For Christ, on that blest Easter morn, 
A Victor rose in might. 
Sixth Child— 
Still further praise to His great name 
Our_garland shall comprise, 
That He, our Saviour and our Lord, 
Ascended to the skies. 
Seventh Child— 
This tribute shall with radiarice crown 
The chaplet for His brow, 
Who lives above, and for His own 
Is interceding now. ~ 
Eighth Child— 
Lo, this peaion. tein like a star 
Its light and glory brings; 
For some me 8 rist shall come again, 
Victorious King of kings. 
All in Concert— 

“We see Jesus, . . . crowned with glory and 
honour.” “And ... on his vesture and on his 
thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord 
of lords.” 


Hymn BY THE Primary DEPARTMENT—“Be Glad on 
Easter Day.” 
(Tune, “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.’) 
The Easter sun is shining bright, 
The golden sunbeams say, 
“Be Eg be glad,” to every one, 
Be glad on Easter day.” 


Chorus 
Be glad, be glad on Easter day, 
Be glad on Easter day ; 
For Jesus lives, and joy He gives; 
Be glad on Easter day. 


The flowers are lifting up their heads, 
Their ‘blossoms sweet and gay, 

And all the flower-bells seem to ring, 
“Be glad on Easter day.” (Chorus.) 


RECITATION BY PRIMARY DeparTMENT—“An Easter 

Lesson from the Fields.” 

(The first and third children each carry with them 
an tnopened chrysalis of a butterfly’: or moth,’ and 
the other children each carry a butterfly or moth. 5) 
First Child— 

We found this crumpled little thing 
Out in the fields one day, 
And thought it but a withered leaf 
That we might throw away. 
Second Child— 
But then the teacher told us all 
It was a wee, brown bed, 
And soon a lovely butterfly 
Would waken there, she said. 
Third Child— ' 
She told how this small thing could: teach 
An Easter lesson true; 
For sleeping thus in His rock bed, 
Christ Jesus once lay too. 
Fourth Child— 
But on the Easter day He woke, 
As did this butterfly ; 
And now He lives, our Lord and King, 
In glory in the sky. 
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Fifth Child— 
And in the butterfly that. wakes 
So beautiful, and lives, 
A picture of our rising too 
To glory-life Christ gives. 


Hymn BY THE ScHoot—“’Tis Easter Day the World 
Around.” 


(Tune, “The. Great Physician Now Is Near.”) 


’Tis Easter day the world around, 
The Easter sunshine breaking, 
While all the trees o’er hill and vale | 
To new life are awaking. 
Then with glad nature lift your voice 
In praise and adoration, 
For Jesus who was crucified, 
Hath risen for our salvation. 


Chorus 
Sing in jubilant ‘refrain . 
Of the christ who now doth reign, 
Sing His: triumph o’er again, 
Who rose for our salvation: 


’Tis Easter day the world around, 
- With joy the earth is ringing; 

The flowers; from their long winter sleep, 
To life and beauty springing. 

Then with glad nature lift your voice, 
Crown Him with acclamation, 

The Lord of life, the Christ of power, 
Hath risen for our salvation.. (Chorus.) 


OFFERING, AND OFFERTORY PRAYER. 
ExercisE BY JUNIOR DEPARTMENT—“Flower Voices.” 
First Child (carrying a bunch of snowdrops)— 


One dear little snowdrop pushed up through the ground, 
“Oh,” she said, “I thought I’d find some company around, 
Hope I’ve not mistaken when I should appear, 

I must tell the people Easter’s drawing near.’ 


Second Child (carrying a bunch of crocuses)— 
Soon a happy crocus peeped out from her bed. : 
“Little Cousin Snowdrop, _ you're here,” she said. 
“Father Sun awoke mie, me that you were up, 
You must welcome Easter with your golden cup.’ ” 


Third Child (carrying a bunch of daffodils)— 
Daffodil next joined them, nodding a good-day, 
In her gown of yellow, bright and sweet and gay. 
“I must do my ‘part and on my trumpet blow, 
That of Easter’s coming every one may know.” 


Fourth Child (carrying a bunch of scarlet tulips)— 
Then a scarlet tulip raised her glossy head, 
“What a happy, happy world it is,” she said. 
“We are glad together, that as flowers bod 
We can-usher in the blessed Easter day. 


Fifth Child (carrying a bunch of Bade a 
Then the Easter lily, stately, pure, and tall, 
In her snowy dress, the fairest of them all. 
“In the name we carry,” so the lily spoke, 
“We proclaim the day that Jesus Christ awoke.” 


Sixth Child (carrying a bunch of all the flowers 
named )— 
Snowdrop, crocus, lily, tulip, daffodil, 
With the springtime blossoms earth with gladness fill, 
As to life they waken, God’s sweet flowers say, 
“As we flowers have fisen, Christ is tisen today.” ' 


Hymn BY THE JuNIonR DEPARTMENT—“On the Blest 
Easter Day.” 
(Tune, “Jesus Saves.’’) 
Jesus from the grave arose, 
Easter day, Easter day, 
Triumphed o’er man’s mighty foes, 
On the blest Easter day. 


Chorus 
Sing we praises to His name, 
Who as Victor lives for aye, 
Jesus from the grave who came, 
On the blest Easter day. 


O the glory of that dawn! 
Easter day, Easter day, 
Fear and dread and darkness gone, 
~ On the blest Easter day. (Chorus.) 


Where, O Death, can be thy sting? 
Easter day, Easter day, 

Lost in Jesus’ triumphing, 
On the blest Easter day. | (Chorus.) 


ADDRESS BY THE PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 


ExercisE By INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT—‘“The Gar- 


den of Easter.” 


(The first two children carry withered branches, 


the last three bunches of spring flowers.) 
First Child— 


From our garden all through the long winter 
The beauty and color had fled, 
For all the glad flowers of summer 
ere blackened and withered and dead. 
And we mourned o’er our garden so ruined, 
That had brought us such gladness before, 
And we wondered if ever the flowers 
Would. rise into beauty once more. 
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Lesson for March 18 
Mark’ 7 : 1-23 


Second Child— 
As we mourned o’er the garden’s lost beauty 
And feared it had vanished for aye, 
So mourned Jesus’ friends in that garden 
Where they laid Him so sadly away. 
They said, “He is dead,” and the beauty 
And joy of their lives vanished, too, . - 
As with- winter’s cold blast in the garden, 
The beautiful flowers all do. 
Third Child— ; 
But we went to our garden one morning 
As again the glad Easter drew near, 
And we found there was life in that-garden, 
And beauty and fragrance and cheer ; 
For the flowers had only been sleeping, 
Down there in the dark and the cold, 
But now in their glory had risen 
In scarlet and purple and gold. 
Fourth Child— 
So it was in that far-away garden, 
When that first Easter day dawned so fair; 
For Jesus had risen in glory, 
And ‘twas life and not death reigning there. 
And since that blest day, in rare beauty, 
The fairest earth ever has known, 
The flowers of hope and rejoicing 
In the garden of Easter have grown. 
Fifth. Child— 
There are beautiful gardens in Heaven, 
Where never shall winter’s chill breath 
Smite down the fair plants and the flowers 
With even the semblance of death; 
For Christ, who is Life, there is living, 
And King there forever is He; 
And Heaven, in its life and its glory 
As the garden of Easter shall be. 


Hymn sy THE ScHoot—‘“Hark, as the Sweet Notes 
Stream.” 
(Tune, “Come, Thou Almighty King,” repeating the 
, last four lines for the chorus.) 
Hark, as the sweet notes stream, 
Wondrous the Easter theme, 
Blest as of yore; 
Jesus of Galilee, 
— who stilled the sea, 
reaks from death’s power free, 
Rises once more. 


Chorus 
Glad alleluias raise, - 
Joy bells ring out His praise, 
Jesus to endless days 
Dieth no more. 


Hark, as the music floats 
In glad and vibrant notes, 
From shore to shore; 
Christ of Gethsemane, . 
Christ of that anguished plea, 
Rises in victory, j 
Death claims no more. (Chorus.) 
Hark, as the music_ swells, 
Glorious the strain which tells 
Love that He bore; 
a of Calvary, 
ailed to that cruel tree, 
Rises triumphantly, 
Lives evermore. (Chorus.) 


Ciosinc Prayer AND BENEDICTION. ~ 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Cross, the Stpulcher, and the Crown 
By Ernest B. Smith 


HE following sketch makes an ‘impressive: part of 

the Easter program in the Sunday-school: One 
of its most desirable features is that it .requirés neither 
elaborate paraphernalia nor a great. amount of work 
in its preparation. : 

About. four feet from the rear of -the platform. two 
uprights six feet in height should be--erected, orie on 
each side of the platform. From. the. top .of one_of 
these uprights to that of the other a crossbar. two by 
four inches should be placed. On the under side of 
this crossbar three sets of. brackets for ordinary win- 
dow. shades are to be fastened in-such a manner that 
when the shades are suspended from. the support they 
will. hang as closely together as possible. When the 
shades are in place they should be drawn. to the floor 
and under the center of each an eye such as is used 
= screen door hooks should .be screwed into the 

oor. 

Into the ring on each shade should be fastened a 
stout cord. This cord should then be passed through 
the corresponding eye on the floor and off either to 
‘the right or left of the platform where it is to be 
secured to some stationary object. 

The shades should now be drawn down and. the 
cords fastened. Then the little catches in the ends 
of the shade rollers should be released and prevented 
from functioning, which may be done by. placing a 
small. semi-circular piece of number fourteen wire in 
the end of the roijier to hold the catches in the re- 
leased position. The idea in this is to allow the shades 
to roll upward slowly and smoothly when the proper 
moment arrives. The shades will be manipulated by 
some one behind a side curtain. ‘ 

Now for the setting. Behind the left-hand shade 
a small cross — about four feet in height — is ‘erected. 


Around: the: foot: of: this cross‘ real. stones’ of various ° 
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sizeS may be. pkaced.: The cross should be covered 


- with crimsen crepe paper and, if the program is to 


be given in. the evening, may be lighted with candles 
so placed..as to avoid any danger of fire. 

Behind the center curtain a representation of the 
sepulcher is made. A false front made of white card- 
board: with the. jagged outline of the doorway cut out 
may be used for this illustration. A few large, flat 
stones placed near this entrance make the scene 
much more effective. 

A small flower stand should be placed behind the 
right-hand shade. On top of this stand is to be placed 
a crown made of cardboard’ and covered with golden 
crepe paper. An edge of tinsel adds an effective touch 
of beauty to the crown. 

At the beginning of the exercise the shades are all 
drawn concealing the objects behind them. First, the 
superintendent, or some other member of the. school, 
reads Mark 15: 15-38 which, of course, is an account 
of the crucifixion. The whole school, or some special 
class, then sings “The Old Rugged Cross.’ At the 
beginning of the chorus, following. the first verse, the 
person operating the shades should allow the. left- 
hand shade to rise slowly and steadily until the cross 
stands fully revealed. 

When this song has ended, another Scripture passage 
is read, this time, Luke 24:1-12. Then while the 
hymn, “Christ Arose,” is in progress the sepulcher is 
revealed in the same manner as was the cross. 

The third and last reading is found in Matthew 
28: 9-20 and the hymn to be used is “Crown Him 
With Many Crowns.” At the end of this hymn the 
complete scene will, of course, stand revealed to the 
audience. ; 

Needless to say, variations suitable for different 
schools will occur to -superintendents and others in 
charge and should be used when€éver they heighten the 
effect. The primary thing is to make as impressive 
as possible the greatest fact in all history — the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus. 


DonNELLSON, ILL. 


we 
A Lasting Easter Souvenir 
By M. D. B. 


) 


RS. LEE wanted something different for her 
Easter lesson, something that would not: only 
serve as a surprise to arouse interest,-but would fix 
the resurrection message firmly in mind, and be a real 
souvenir of the day. The Easter egg might do for 
children, but this was a class of mothers. The cocoon 
or chrysalis is good, but difficult to find, and unsuit- 
able as a souvenir. The Easter lily and the bulb are 
very appropriate, but she had used them before. 
Finally she hit upon the following plan.. 
Easter morning, when the class assembled in their 
room, they saw on the table a basket full of thirty- 
six assorted gladiolus bulbs, each wrapped in yellow 
tissue paper and tied with narrow green ribbon. 
(Seed houses sell these mixtures very reasonably. 
The reason for selecting the mixture instead of named 
varieties will be seen in the lesson talk that follows.) 
There were mothers in that class who had laid little 
ones to rest, and whose hearts had never healed. 
There were daughters whose parents had passed on, 
some within the year since last Easter. Mrs. Lee’s 
one thought and aim was to bring a message of hope 
and comfort and cheer. She held one of the bulbs 
‘in her hand and began to speak: Here is an outline 
of that lesson talk. 

1. The Bulb, a Promise—Any flower I might give 
you today would fade before next Sunday, it would 
give pleasure only a few days. So I have chosen 
these bulbs as.my Easter greeting to each of you, a 
promise of beauty that will come, and-a pleasure, I 


hope, from the time you put -it into. the earth until . 


you-dig the ripened-bulbs next fall and put them away 
for next year’s garden. The bulb then is a symbol 
of Easter Day, a promise of life to come. -- 

2. Resurrection is Certain—The “glad” is one of 
the flowers most certain to bloom. I have never: lost 
one. It is the easiest flower to grow, and needs almost 


no care. There are no disappointments when we plant’ 
“IT know that my redeemer liveth - 


the “glad-flowers.” 
... in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19: 25, 26). 

3. “It Doth Not Yet Appear What We Shall Be.”— 
I have purposely-selected a mixed lot of colors to add 


to the interest. We can have no idea of what the’ 


future holds for us over there, “but we know that 


.. + we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.’”’ 
4. “Sown @ Natural Body.”—This ugly-little brown- 


thing we plant looks hopeless to:one who has not the 
faith to see that hidden and dormart within it is the 
radiant flower that we look forward to seeing three 
months from the time of planting. 

5. “In Newness of Life.”—From the time that the 
bulb is planted until the day when, watered and cul- 
tivated, watched with loving care, the bud stalks be- 
gin to show, then to unfold in beauty, I hope it will 


bring you joy. And even when the flower has faded,- 
we watch the stalks ripen, knowing that all unseen - 


other little bulbs are growing to give us more bloom 
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next year, and every- year they multiply until: we have 
as many as we car® for. 

Here, then,-is -a promise of life to come, of beauty 
we cannot know now. - It reminds us of the certainty 
we have of seeing again those who have gone before 
us, of a glorious body awaiting us when we too have 
passed on. “The grass. withereth, the flower fadeth: 
but the word of our God shall stand for. ever.” 


HENRYETTA, OKLA. 
we 


In Old Jerusalem 
By A. E. McMaster 


(Alice is seated by a small stand, a book open in 
her lap, but.so absorbed in thought that she-does not 
hear Rose come in and sit-down at the opposite side 
of the table. After sitting quietly, elbows on table, 
chin in her hands, Rose speaks.) . 

Rose: ‘What are you thinking .about so deeply? 
You never even heard me come in.” 

Auice: “Oh, I ‘don’t know — Mother's 
Easter and church members.” 

Rose: “Welll How do you get that way? [She 
drops her hands, limply leaning back in her chair, as 
though overcome.] That’s some mixture for one small 
brain.” 


Auice: “Why, you know, Miss 
all up the other Sunday.” 

Rose: “I wasn’t there.” 

Aurce: “She was talking about Christ dying to 
save us from our sins.. She said we were getting old 
enough to appreciate a little bit now how much our 
mothers love us and how much they do for us; but 
we'll take a’ lifetime to really truly appreciate them. 
And then she said that to be a true church member 
and saved we have to believe Christ died to save us, 
and that we could realize just a little how much love 
he showed; but it-will take all this life and all the 
next to fully appreciate that love.” 

Rose: “What has that to do with Easter?” 

Auice: “I was wondering —I can think about Christ 
dying for us, but somehow —” 

Rose: “What?” 

Auice: “Why, I don’t think I’m as happy over 
-Easter as most folks are, or seem to be.- Does it 
seem so very real to you?” 

Rose: “You mean his being alive again? 
really think it does.” 

Atice: “But it all happened so long ago.” 

Rose: “I know it did; but suppose you had been 
living then!” 

Autce: “How does that help?” 

Rose: “That’s the way I’ve found to make the Sun- 
day-school lessons real. I think of myself as one of 
the people I am reading about. Imagine that we were 
two girls living. nineteen hundred years ago —and we 
had heard Jesus talk—and began to think he must 
be more than just a man!” 

A.IcE: “We surely would have believed him: he was 
so wise and so good.” 

Rose: “Yes; but what would we have thought when 
he was dead, killed like a slave!” 


Auice: “I would have gone to stay by his grave.” 


Rose: “Oh, no! -Girls couldn’t do those things then. 
And besides -we*could not have.known or-had the least 
idea that he weuld.ever live agaim in this world. [As 
she says the'next lines, she emphasizes them by-tapping 
on the table with her jinger for each statement. This 
brings her hand in positionto turn out the little elec- 
tric light on the. table to leave dimmer light for--the 
rest of the scene.|..And then there were the- Roman 
soldiers guarding the tomb: If-they -let anyone-touch 
the seal-on the door, or if*they- went to-sleep-or moyed 
away without orders, they would be put«to death.” — 

Avice (dreamily) : “"Do-you supposé we would have 
felt the earthquake ‘when the angel rolled «the stone 
away?” 


Day and 


mixed them 





Yes, I 


Rose: “Perhaps... But I guess it would have fright- «°~" 


ened us.” Hip ps 
A.ice: “It does begin to seem real.. [She leans for- 
ward, arms’ on the table, looking away from the 
~audience, so that she-will seem to-be looking at: the 
scene that follows.] 
old Jerusalem.” 


(A floor lamp, or a covered lantern, can be used to 
throw a subdued light: on the girls who now come in, 
for as they enter Rose-has snapped off the. little light 
on the: table near her. .Rachel’ and: Naomi enter, 
slowly crossing to center, back of Alice: Naomi has 
her hands over her face as though weeping, Rachel 
has her arm about Naomi, They have almost crossed 
the entire space, when Ruth rushes in. “At her first 
call to .Rachel, the .one addressed leaves Naomi and 
turns back to listen.) - 

RuTH: 


“Oh, Rachel; the ards! Théy ‘were’ fleeing! 


The ‘guards, who but last night were sent 
[points away] 


I can almost see ourselves in- 
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To the Garden of Joseph for duty! 
lecing! White-faced atid grim as they went 
Estiffens to show their look].” 


RACHEL: 
“But, Sister, you must be mistaken ; 
Rome’s soldiers will die e’er they flee: 
Only death from their place can release them 
Without orders. Such is Rome’s decree. 


{Turns away shaking head sadly.] 
“Ah, no! In the tomb in yon Garden 
Where the prophet’s body is laid, 
Hateful minions of Rome [scornfully] are all 
watchful ; 
Watchful there that no rescue be made. 


“A tomb there they think they are guarding — 
Ah, but Israel’s God doth know: 
In that tomb lies all hope for our nation. 
[Wearily] How we trusted yon man who lies 
low.” 


(Leah rushes in before Rachel can say more. She 
runs past Ruth in her excitement as she seizes Rachel’s 
arm, shouting, “Oh, Rachel!” Then she sees Ruth 
and let her by name, steps back from in front of 
her. 


Lean: 


“Oh, Rachel! Oh, Ruth! Have you heard now — 
miracle — One Heaven-sent — [points up] 
The tomb there— Oh, the tomb has been opened 
[all startled; Naomi comes near] 

While the guards were asleep or in faint! 


[She pauses for breath and continues more quietly] 
“Like you, I’ve been wakeful and weeping: 
_The horrible night lay so dark; 
Awesome silence, and then that earthquake — 
Till my soul was in terror to hark 
[puts hands over her ears].” 
Naomi: 
“But the guards?” 
RutTH: 
“IT saw them returning.” 
RACHEL: 
“How know you what yonder took place?” 
LEAH: 


“Why, two fishermen first went by cringing — 
Well I knew them, though covered each face. 


“The guards passed them by never halting, 
Nor the wonted oaths at them flung. 
Whereat Peter and John grew much bolder — 
Though they both to the shadows still clung. 
EShe shows how they looked back over their shoul- 
ders fearfully.) 

“I followed them down past the Temple 
There lingered, all loath to return; 

While the sun blazed the world into brightness, 
And His cross ’gainst the sky seemed to burn.” 


Naomi (impatiently and coaxingly) : 
“Dear Leah! Oh, tell us, how learned you 
The news?” 
LEAH: 


“Hearken. Soon you shall know. 
While I loitered the men come back quickly 
And boldly, and laugh as they go. 


“The woman who once poured her ointment 
On Him, passed me. Those with her, too, 
Were all laughing and crying, and telling 
Of the empty tomb. That’s how I knew!” 


RacHex (looking up, hands clasped) : 


“Fo God in His heavens be glory! 
He lives!” 


\ Lean. (eagerly reaching out her hand to touch 
; Rachel): 
r “Oh, recall how He said 
: (Not a prophet—a Son—) He must conquer 
? All our foes and this death in our stead.” 
Naomr (pulling Rachel forward) : 
“Oh, come. Let us go. “We shall find Him.” 
} - Ruta: 


a “ft know He must live! Oh, I know! 
f [As she says this she is hurrying from the room, 
closely followed by Leah.]”’ 


RacuHex (clasping her hands in joy): 
“Tsrael’s* King, her Hope, her Messiah — 
Surely this doth the empty tomb show.” 

(As Rachel and Naomi leave the room, Rose snaps 
on the little table light.) 

ALicE (giving a deep sigh, as though just aroused 
from @ day dream): “Oh, I have been thinking my- 
self back there on that day long ago until I know 
just how I should have been glad when I heard that 
Christ was alive.” 

Rost: “We can be glad now.” 


Avice (surprised at a new thought): “Why, of 
7 course! He has promised to be with us always. I 
ty think it will make it easier for us to take time to read 
\ our Bible every day —and to live differently.” 
Rose: “And I think then that our mothers will 
know that staying home from church and Sunday- 
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school, when we were little, to take care of us, and 
sending us when we were old enough, has been really 
worth while.” 


MARCH 3, 1928 


Costumes.—Very long skirts, shawls or scarfs or 


long capes draped around shoulders and arms. Scarfs 
or veils around heads draped away from faces. . Black | 


Avice: “We must never forget how real it-all is.” -veils are preferable, though-eheesecloth in light colors 


(All sing softly some hymn, as “The Old Rugged 
Cross,” or “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today.”) 


~ 


can be used for veils and also for costumes. 
DELAWARE WATER Gap, Pa, 
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Son at College 








Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 


snieieaannennediannanin 


XVII. Doubts and Lawlessness 














Dear Boy o’M1ne: Skylight Farm. 


I had the good fortune recently to meet your new 
Dean of the Bible School. He impresses me as being 
a scholarly gentleman, somewhat of the old school, 
and a most kindly, spiritual personality. He will, I 
feel sure, prove firm and unyielding in his fidelity 
to the Word of God, yet at the same time possessed 
of a sweet reasonableness not always to be found 
among the defenders of the old faith, I am more 
and more convinced that no good cause, much less 
the work of the kingdom, is helped by a spirit of hair- 
trigger militancy. We Christians are, I grant, urged 
to be good soldiers and to fight; but the fight is to 
be the good fight of faith, not-a pyrotechnical display 


of two-edged wits and biting tongues. I am thank-’ 


ful beyond words that there is in these days of grow- 
ing apostasy a brave company of men and women 
banded together to say to the enemies of the faith, 
“Thus far and no farther!” but I am sure their 
cause is never strengthened by calling names, or re- 
sorting to invective and innuendo. True, their leaders 
have had to face every sort of persecution, from ridicule 
to an intellectual boycott, so that it is small wonder 
if in some cases the peripheral ends of their nerves 
have grown supersensitive. But I am glad that your 
new dean is not of the bellicose type. I predict that 
within a short time—time sufficient for you young 
Philistines to grow used to his fine, old-fashioned 
Southern courtesy —he will be as much beloved as 
was his too liberal predecessor. From what I hear, 
his courses will prove no “snaps” or makeshifts. 

L am glad that you have this opportunity to have 
your understanding “opened” that you may. understand 
the Scriptures. You will learn that this Bible of ours, 
composed of many books, compiled by many authors 
through many hundreds of years, is a more. solid, 
symmetrical structure than the most beautiful cathe- 
dral; that one cannot hope to grasp the significance 
of the New Testament without a careful study of the 
Old; and that all the authentic findings of science 
and archeology lead ultimately to vindication of its 
genuineness and accuracy. If I had had these things 
set before me in a thorough, scholarly manner while 
I was: in college, I might, perhaps, have been saved 


. years of wilderness wanderings. It seemed then a 


rather prevalent notion, even among older people who 
were themselves loyal to the Word, that college stu- 
dents might reascnably be expected to: wander for a 
certain period in a morass of doubt, and that the ones 
who didn’t finaliy bog down held the lucky numbers. 
Doubt, for the enlightened, was considered about as 


inevitable as mumps and measles. Now that we have: 


come to look upon contagious diseases as not really 
a necessary part of the youthful curriculum, I trust 
that we shall -become as wise about doubt. Some pil- 
grims can explore Doubting Castle and come out un- 
scathed, but for many the adventure has after-effects 
far worse than any that follow Scarlet fever. 

I grieve to remember how I taught Old Testament 
history soon after I ‘left college. It was just then 
that I chanced upon “The Religion of a Mature Mind.” 
How eagerly I devoured the book! Honestly, I 
thought that the reason it made so irresistible an ap- 
peal to me was because my mind was now mature and 
ready for its message! It would be funny to remem- 
ber, were it not so tragic. Only one sentence do I 
recall. “The doctrine of the Atonement has never 
been comprehensible to anyone but a Jew of the first 
century after Christ.” I had just. been trying to 
broaden my own thinking, trying to see from the 


Standpoint of certain Unitarian and Jewish friends, 


and I grasped eagerly. at this statement by a man who 
professed to be an evangelical Christian. I do not 
yet lay claim to a complete understanding of a mys- 


. tery that lies deep.in the secret thoughts of loving, 


pitying Omniscience. But after years of sojourning 
in the far country, I was glad to arise and go to my 
Father and say, “Father, I have sinned, and I have 
nothing of my own to offer as atonement. Wash me 
clean in the blood of thy dear Son.” 

Is all this too theological to interest you? Let me 
make two practical applications to show you what I 
have been driving at. 

First, let me implore you to hesitate to believe 
that you have arrived at maturity. It is such a rela- 
tive term. Ruskin says something about how the 
wisest of men must “own themselves forever children, 


gatherings pebbles on a boundless shore,” and you re- 
member that Jesus said of the child in the midst, 
“Whosoever shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is the greatest in the kingdom.” 

My secondly has to do with a most unpleasant sub- 
ject. You know, Lad, that we both love better to 
dwell upon whatsoever things are pure, lovely, and 
of good report than upon gossip, whether of the neigh- 
borhood or of the nation. That’s the chief reason I 
refrain from discussing many things that are con- 
fessedly the problems of the day. But I want to go 
cn record as believing beyond a peradventure that 
there is the direct relation of cause and effect between 
the liberal, not to say lawless, interpretation of the 
Bible that young people now encounter every day. in 
the press and the magazines, from pulpit and platform, 
and the growing anarchistic attitude that society .is 
taking toward the sanctity of marriage. It is only 
within recent years that -the novelist has dared to-re- 
sort to divorce as the solution of a difficult situation in 
his plot. Once the reader would have thrown the., 
book down in disgust. Nowadays fiction is saturated 
with divorce. I have always felt nothing but impa- 
tience with the discussion of the divorce question. ~To.. 
the Christian it should be undebatable. It is a most, | 
significant fact that while our Lord laid down so few 
definite rules of conduct, leaving us for. the most part 
to draft our own in accordance with the foundation 
principles of the kingdom, he spoke with unhesitating 
finality about “whoso putteth away his wife.” I feel 
certain that if the youth in our schools were being 
taught due reverence for the Bible, we should be 
spared the revolting account of a student marriage 





‘solemnized in the cellar of a fraternity house, a jazz 


band outside playing the wedding march, and the con- 
tracting couple confessedly regarding the marriage 
ceremony, not as an essential, but merely a gracious 
concession to prevailing custom, and making the men- 
tal reservation that “Until death us do part” should 
read, “Until love dies.” 

I am not at all concerned, Lad, lest you should ever 
look with anything but disgust upon companionate, 
or partnership, or trial marriage. But I do want you 
to recognize that this modern vileness is the fruit of 
a relatively harmless looking seed. And the harvest 
is only beginning. If I am not mistaken, and our... 
Lord tarries, you will live to see society shaken as T 
have never known it to be. I pray that it may be 
shaken with a mighty revival. For “if the founda- 
tions be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” 

Your MorTuHer. 
+ 


A Bible Sharpshooting Contest 
By William H. Leach 


SPLENDID opportunity to test the theory that . 

the old folks know their Bible better than the 
young folks is afforded by the following game. It 
is suitable for a class meeting or for the entire Sun- 
day-school. If it is held at a class gathering, the 
contest is between individuals; but if the school is 
present, it is well for the classes to compete against 
one another. 

The contestants are arranged at tables in view of 
the entire assembly. The only equipment they are 
permitted to have is a King James Version of the 
Bible’ without an index or concordance. ‘The leader 
has selected in advance various verses of Scripture. 
They may very well be the Golden Texts of the past 
ten or twelve Sundays, for it is hardly fair to seek 
the least familiar verses for the contest. 

The leader then writes a verse on a blackboard 
and turns it so that every contestant can read the 
verse. As soon as one has found it he rises, reads the 
verse from his Bible, and gives the book, chapter, 
and verse from which it is taken. He is then given 
ten points, The individual or class having the highest 
standing at the close of the contest is declared the 
winner. 

Where monthly meetings of the school are held this 1 
contest may become a tournament lasting throughout 
the year. It is a good plan to vary the -ieadership 
from month to month, and thus arouse greater interest 
among the pupils. 

CLEVELAND. 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 18. JESUS TEACHES SINCERITY 
i ' {International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 7 : 1-23 
Golden Text.—Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the rea of life.—Prov. 4: 23 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


O NOT object that thy duties are so insignifi- 
D cant. They are to be reckoned of infinite sig- 

nificance and alone important to you. Were it 
but the more perfect regulation of your apartments, 
the sorting away of your clothes and trinkets, the 
arranging of your papers, whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might and with all thy worth and 
constancy.—Carlyle. 


The Historical Setting 


_ The Pharisees had evidently. just returned from the 
observance of the Passover, to which reference was 
made in last week’s lesson. The events of this lesson, 
therefore, may be dated a few days or weeks later. 
The combination between the Pharisees of Jerusalem 
and those of Judza had already been concerted and 
was being acted upon. The allies were now closely 
watching every step of the Lord Jesus. The San- 
hedrin was always in constant correspondence with 
the provincial synagogues and also with those in for- 
eign countries (Acts 9:2). Certain members were 
frequently being deputed to visit the provinces. They 
were charged specially with the duty of reporting upon 
any teachers. whose doctrines departed from the prin- 
ciples of Pharisaism, and the chief principle to be ob- 
served was that of tradition. The whole setting, there- 
fore, in which the lesson takes place must have been a 
familiar one. 


Verse by Verse wah 


Mark 7:2.—Defiled, that is, unwashen. Note the 
explanation inserted for the benefit of Roman readers. 

Verse 3.—Except they wash their hands diligently. 
The Israelites, like other Orientals, ate with their fin-* 
gers. They therefore washed their hands before meals 
for the sake of cleanliness. But this kind of wash- 
ing differed from ceremonial ablutions. In the for- 
met case, water was poured upon the hands. In the 
latter, the hands themselves were plunged in water. 
The charge against the disciples, therefore, was that 
this ceremonial washing had been neglected, not that 
the hands were totally unwashed. The Pharisees did 
not seek. to remove ‘dirt; they sought to remove de- 
filement. : 

The tradition, that which is passed along from one 
to the other. Among the Jews it meant the body of 
rabbinical interpretations of the written law. These 
interpretations. were preserved by oral transmission. 
The doctrine of tradition has passed into the Chris-. 
tian church in an extreme sense in the belief of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The endeavor is sometimes 
made to base the Roman Catholic doctrine of tradition 
on 1 Corinthians 15: 3, but plainly that does not refer 
to tradition or to.any truth received through the me- 
dium of human communication. (Cf. also Gal. 1: 11, 
12: 1 Cor, 11:23.) The point at. issue between the 
church of Rome and Protestants is a grave one be- 
cause the former professes to have traditions that add 
to the teaching of Scripture. in essential matters. of 
faith and doctrine. These additions have in many 
cases the effect of contradicting the Word of God.. 
Note especially 2 John 9: “Whosoever goeth onward 
and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not 
God.” We hear a great deal today about develépment 
in the realm of. spiritual things. The Romish doc- 
trine of tradition is the beginning of that development 
that fails to abide in the teaching of Christ. 

Verse 4.—The marginal addition couches means the 
reclining couches that were used for the guests at meal 
times (cf. John 13). 

Verse 6.—Hypocrites. The word means properly 
a play actor. .Hence a person who is playing a part 
in life, whose real character is not disclosed. In the 
New Testament the word is not always used with ref- 
erente to conscious deceit. As it fell from the lips 
of the Lord Jesus it rather signified a person who was 


self-deceived. The hypocrite was a person who had 


failed to correlate his creed and his conduct. He was 
orthodox in belief and scrupulous in minute observ- 
ances, but he utterly failed to represent in his char- 
acter the God whom he professed to worship. 

Verse 10.—Moses said. In Matthew 15:4 are the 
words, “God commanded.” Moses’ saying was God’s 
command. P ' 

Verse 11—Corban. The word is derived from a 
Hebrew word meaning “to be near.” Corban is that 


which is brought near to God in sacrifice. The word 
cherubim comes from the same root. The meaning of 
the reference is that a.man had only to pronounce this 
word over anything and that thing was thereby set 














Devotional Reading: Psalm 24 : 1-6. 


Primary Topic: Ob God and Our Parente. 

Lesson Material: Mark 7: 1-13. 

Memory Verse : Children, obey your parents.—Eph. 6: 34. 
Junior Topic and Our Parents ; 


Lesson Material : Mark 7: 1-13. 
Memory Verse: Children, obey your parents in the Lord ; for 
this is right.—Eph. 6: nn . 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Sincerity in Religion. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Jesus Denounces Formalism 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 1-13 


And there are gathered together unto him the Pharisees, 
and certain of the scribes, who had come from Jerusalem, 
2 and had seen that some of his disciples ate their bread 
with ‘defiled, that is, unwashen, hands. 3 (For the Phari- 
sees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands ? dili- 
gently, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders; 4 and 
when they come from the marketplace, except they * bathe 
themselves, they eat not; and many other things there 
are, which they have received to hold, ‘ washings of cups, 
and pots, and brasen vessels®.) 5 And the Pharisees and 
the scribes ask him, Why walk not thy disciples according 
to the tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with * de- 
filed: hands? 6 And he said unto them, Well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 

This people honoreth me with their lips, 

But their heart is far from me. 

7 But in vain do they worship me, 

Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men. . 

8 Ye leave the commandment of God, and hold fast the 
tradition of men. 9 And he said unto them, Full well do 
ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your 
tradition. 10 For Moses said, Honvur thy father and thy 
mother; and, He that speaketh evil of father or mother, let 
him. ° die, the death: 11 but ye say, If a man shall say to 
his father or his mother, That wherewith thou mightest 
have been profited by, me is Corban, that is to say, Given 
to God; 12 ye no'longer suffer him to do aught for his 
father or his mother; 13 making void the word of God by 
your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such 
like things ye do. 


1Or, common. 2Or, up to the elbow. Gr., with the 
fist: *Gr., baptize. Some ancient authorities read, 
sprinkle themselves. *Gr., baptizings: © Many ancient 
, authorities add, and couches. *Or, surely die. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








aside for a definite use. But by a subtle refinement, 
though such a thing might no longer be used to bene- 
fit the man’s parents, yet he was still considered to be 
at liberty to use it for himself. This sounds antiquated 
and absurd, but it should be remembered that the spirit 
underlying the regulation is by no means dead. It is 
true that God must, always come first (Luke 14: 26), 
but at the same time it should be clearly pointed out to 
the pupils that normally the will of God for us comes 
mediated through the ordinary commonplace duties 
and relationships of our lives. Going to Sunday- 
school or religious meetings can never make up for 
the fulfillment of the daily duties and courtesies of 
home. life, With some young folks they teacher > will 
fiti¢ this a most important point to emphasize. 





“Out of the Heart” 
By Amos R. Wells 


How you dwell with vanities, dull punctilious 
Pharisees! Each precisely understands how 
much water for the hands; how to wash them, 
thus and so; how far up the arm to go! Heedfully 
upon the street do not touch the men you meet. 
On returning home again, wash away the touch of 
men. Brazen vessels, cup and pan, clean with just 
the proper plan. Pray in just the proper way; see 
that many hear you pray. Tithe your mint and 
tithe your straw; never mind the weightier law. 
To the priests your. fortune deed, though’ your 
parents are in need. Leave the wounded in the 
lurch while you hasten to the church. Passing jus- 
tice, passing love, other things are far above: be ye 
careful what you eat; never touch forbidden meat. 
How ye dwell on such as these, dull punctilious 
Pharisees! Hear Messiah! Hear him say —he, 
the Life, the Truth, the Way — that religion’s happy 
art has its dwelling in the heart; that defilement 
and all sin are not outward but within; that the 
Law and prophets mean, keep your spirit sweet and 
clean. Down upon your humble knees, dull, punc- 
tilious Pharisees! 











A Lesson Outline 


1. The relationships of life 0 
(1) With God : 
(2) With parents 

a. The realities of life 

3 Heart purity 

(2) Hand cleanliness — conduct 


Golden Topics 


1. The old covenant was necessarily expressed by 
the people very largely in terms of outward observance 
(cf. ‘Heb. 9: 10).. It was not. that the outward rites 
were wrong. But two things had happened. The outward 
had become so important that the inward significance 
had become lost, and as a result, the outward and the 
inward had become so contrasted that they were con- 
trary the one to the other (cf. Isa. 1). As in the case 
of the moral law, so in the case of the ceremonial. 
The commandment which was ordained unto life, the 
people found to be unto death (Rom. 7: 10). 

2. The same tendencies need to’ be guarded against 
in the Church. The Lord Jesus instituted the two 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. These 
are signs and illustrations of the bestowal and the 
maintenance of the new life in Christ. But people 
today constantly tend to substitute the outward form 
for the inward reality. This touches one of the great- 
est hindrances to the work of the Holy Ghost that 
can be experienced. It is one of Satan’s masterpieces 
to effect this substitution. On the whole subject, con- 


- sult carefully the Epistle to the Galatians. 


The Practical Aim 
To get the young folks to be real. 
Final Word - 


Fill Thou my life, O Lerd my God, 
In every part with praise; 

That my whole being may proclaim 
Thy being and Thy ways. 

Not tor the lip of praise alone, 
Nor e’en the praising heart, 

I seek, but for a life made up 
Of praise in every part. 


Praise in the common words I speak, 
Life’s common looks and tones, 
In ‘in tercourse at hearth or board 
With my beloved ones. 
Not in the temple courts alone 
Where holy voices chime; 
But in the quiet walks of earth, 
The silent rooms of time. 7, Bonar. 


TuNsRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus,'and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—-Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
‘discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


Wir did the Pharisees and scribes visit Jesus during 
his Galilean ministry ? f 


2. What does this lesson reveal of the controversy. be- 
tween Jesus and the Pharisees? 


3. Why was Christ’s rejection of the traditions such 
a bitter: pill for those Pharisees? 


ie How many different rules for the ceremonial wash- 
ing of hands were prescribed by the traditions? 


5. What was the practical effect of the multitude of 
rules for ecclesiastical cleansings ? 


, 6. What was Jesus’ chief charge against these tradi- 
tions! 


7. What was the great difference between the attitude 
of Jesus to the law and that of the Pharisees? 


8. As you study this lesson, and others of similar im- 
port, what do you believe was most heartily hated by 
our Lord? 


9. What verse’ presents a striking contrast to the 
hideous list in Mark 7: 21? 


10. Who had earlier stressed the principle of sincerity ? 


11. How did Jesus use the prophets to rebuke his 
critical questioners ? 


12. How did Jesus stress sincerity in the Sermon on 
the Mount 


13. How did the Pharisees violate sincerity ? 


_ 14. What additional evil*tad the Pharisees wrought as 
indicated by Jesus? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Irreligious ‘“Highbrows.”—The Pharisees, 
and certain of the scribes ... from Jertisalem (v. 1). 
The scribes and Pharisees were the intellectuals of 
that day. The ones who knew it all, The smart 
ones. Yet the fact remains that these great ones 
were producing neither literature nor art with all their 
boasted culture. Yes, Paul belonged, but it was only 
after his conversion on the Damascus road that: the 
whilom Pharisee Saul became a poet and philosopher 
of the first rank. We have had, and have now, Phari- 
sees and scribes, but. they are producing nothing 
that will be remembered ten years hence. Trot out 
your poet, for example. Who and where is he? The 
Christ-touched Tennyson sings on, but who reads his 
succession in the laureate? Field and Riley go 
singing all the while through our American -homes, 
and so long as these homes endure, “Little Boy 


Blue” and “Orphant Annie” will be .among the 
favorites. These singers are not the Pharisees 
and scribes and highbrows, but men who. are 


enshrined in the hearts of a great Christian nation, the 
plain people of the broad acres and the busy factories. 
It was such folk, please remember, and not the in- 
telligentsia of Mt. Zion Terrace who “heard him 
gladly” and became his followers. To be sure, there 
were fine old fellows such as Gamaliel, Nathanael, 
and Joseph of Arimathea among the Pharisees and 
scribes, and we have them today, but they are not 


out trying to undermine the religious foundations laid. 


here by our Pilgrim and Puritan forefathers. 


Lips and Hearts.—This people honoreth me with 
their lips (v. 6). The ugly name for this is “lip 
service.” It is something you can see at almost any 
service, morning or evening, and in all religious 
gatherings — Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish. ’ Ever 
know anyone who thoughtlessly joined in the prayer 
or could not tell you one line of the hymn: they -had 
just finished singing? The play of the lips is not so 
important as the play of the heart. This is why it is 
not of so very much importance what church affiliation 
you may have. The principal thing is the heart. ~ “My 
son, give me thy heart.” “As a man thinketh in his 
heart.” “With the heart man believeth.” “Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” (See algo 
Rom. 10:10.) The neighbors take notice what church 
you train with, but God wants to see that heart of 


yours. Out of the heart are the issues of life. Out cf 


the mouth cometh — oh, well, the boys down in the mill 
say for some folks we all know, “Hot: air!” Many 
men are ambitious for high position. One of. the 
drawbacks, not to call it something worse, of. the 
high place is the fact that the man who fills it always 
has the suspicion in his heart that those who. honor 
him are doing it with their lips. The unfortunate 
part of .it is that generally the suspicion is well 
founded. Read the story of many an exalted one, 
and you will be happy and content in. your modest 
place in little old Squedunk. Last night I -heard 
over the radio a great elocutionist read “Wolsey’s 
farewell.” Get your Shakespeare and read it again 
in this connection. I have today been cleaning out 
stuff in my library preparing for the terrible devas- 
tation known as “house-cleaning.” In glancing at the 
magazines and papers, I see the forgotten ones whose 
faces fill a whole page. I glance at my skull picture 
with its “What’s the Use!” These “great ones”: had. 
lots of lip service — newspaper lip—but how few of 
them ever got into the heart of the.nation! It was 
with them lots of honor, lots of talk, but. mighty lit- 
tle service for the other fellow. They lacked heart. 
“Heart” comes only from love, and Jesus Christ is 
the source of love (1 John 4:7). 


Our Mother.—For Moses said, Honor thy father 
and thy mother (v. 10)..°As I write this “nete on 
this lovely October day we have just laid away our 
dear mother... She was ninety-four. I have now be- 
come the head of the clan. As long as Mother lived 


and I could say, “I am going over to Midway to see . 


Mother,” I was a young man, for you cannot call a 
man old before the face of his mother. Mother had 


for years been the mother of all Midway, as I have. 


told you before. She knew neither color nor creed 
nor nationality. Last night in a room banked to the 
ceiling with flowers a stream of the old friends and 
neighbors. of Midway passed by where she slept. The 
foreign people dropped to their knees by the casket 
and prayed. They had asked if they might. 
touching to see, kneeling there, the little foreign chil- 
dren, all of whom knew and loved her. (Our lesson 
is, “Jesus Teaches Sincerity,” you know.) For years 
Mother gave herself to these humble people. We used 
to keep cows, but at times we would have no milk for 
ourselves. Mother had sent it to the various neigh- 
bors where there were babies. “They should have 
the best of milk,” said Mother. Father would laugh 
and say, “Sue, I believe thee would give thy head 
away if it was loose.” “Yes, Craig, I expect maybe 
I would,” she’d smile and say. Now listen: Mother 
never h.l a great trouble in all her long life. One 
time a great trouble threatened, but she never knew 
it. We boys stood to lose rather than let Father and 
Mother know. It came out all. right; the impending 


_ securing and reading carefully a 


It was 
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catastrophe never came. I cannot remember our 
Mother-: ever having been sick abed. In_ her 
old-age. and last sickness she did not have a single 
ache or pain. She had all her faculties and all her 
optimism and all her interest in things up to the last. 
Jesus teaches this very sincerity that was so beauti- 
fully and lovingly manifested in the long and useful 
life of what the foreign people called her, “The Grand 
Old Lady cf Midway.” Ir anyone thinks this little 
history of Méther is a mere coincidence, read Psalm 
41: 1-3, and change the pronoun to the feminine. 
There you have God’s estimate of Mother. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrincrPce or Depuction.—Train the pupil 
to reason down from an accepted truth to its 
applications and implications. 











[F THE teaching of the prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment stressed as it did the fact that sincerity of 
heart was presupposed in the religious observances 
which were established and practiced, we certainly 
could not expect less of our Lord. Indeed, it is in- 
conceivable that any divine teaching should - proceed 
on any other basis. The principle of sincerity is there- 
fore the groundwork of all our Lord’s moral precepts. 
This comes out clearly in his emphasis upon motive 
in relation to the old commandments as he discourses 
in the Sermon on the Mount. Sincerity is the op- 
posite of that h risy that the Lord rebuked so often 
in the religious leaders of the day. 

_Assuming the fundamental importance and neces- 
city of sincerity, every act of hypocrisy tends to over- 
throw instead of support the basic condition of moral 
character itself. Outward forms that do not have 
heart support violate this principle of sincerity; they 
are illustrations, not of sincerity, but of its enemy 
principle, hypocrisy. This is the significance of the 
Lord’s reply to the complaint of the Pharisees against 
the disciples for eating with unwashed hands. And 
he made his rebuke the more stinging in that he showed 
that they had carried their insincerity to the extent 
of substituting commands of their own for the word 
of God. In the discourse that Jesus gave to the peo- 
ple following this altercation he set forth positively 
the principle we are discussing, thus enabling those 
who accepted it not only to recognize the evil deeds 
he had just rebuked, but to carry with them a prin- 
ciple of criticism of hypocrisy wherever found, as well 
as a fundamental guidance for their own lives. 

HuntIinopon, Pa, : 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
rin ‘ leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the yeat, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to. be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
~ Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrati that porticn 
of the lesson text ter in the eng A the 


word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Thinking of Our Looks.—They wash their hands 
diligently (Mark 7:3). Small Nancy was dusting the 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


t. January 1.—John the Baptist and Jesus ..... Mark 1 : 1-13 
2. January 8—Jesus and the Sick ......... Mark 1 : 21-45 
3. January s.—Jesus and Sinners ........... Mark 2: 1-17 
4. January 22—Jesus and the Law (May be used 
with Bemperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
5. January 29.—The Growing Fame -of Jesus 
Mark 3: 7-12; 6: 53-56 
6. February 5.—Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed 


Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
. February 12.—Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 

Mark 1:14, 15; 4: 1-34 
& February 19.—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4: 35 to 5 : 20 
9. February 26.—Other Mighty Works of Jesus. 


| 


; Mark's : 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Tweive 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2 : 13, 143 3 3 13-19; 6 : 7-13, 30 

tr, March t1.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes 
Mark 6: 31-44; 8: 1- 
12, March 18.—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark 7 : 1-23 
13. March 25.—Review: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God. 
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chairs in a slow and peculiar fashion, by pushing each 
one out into the middle of the floor and dividing her 
attention between her employment and ‘the reflection 
of it in a long mirror.,, The. performarice puzzled the 
gentleman who was reading by the window. “What 
are you doing, Nancy?” he asked. “Being:.good and 
helping Mother,” came the: answer, with«grave hon- 
esty, “and I like to-see-how I look when I’m: doing it.” 
The trouble with two-thirds of our good deeds is that 
we are so interested in- watching ourselves do them.— 
From the Christian Age. Sent by J, A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


Life’s Merry-Go-Round.—This people honoureth me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from me (v. 6). 
“No, sah, Ah doan neber ride on dem things,” said 
an old colored lady looking in on the merry-go-round. 
“Why, de ober day I see dat Rastus Johnson git on-an’ 
ride as much as a dollah’s worth, an’. git off at de very 
same place he got on at, an’ I sez to him, ‘Rastus,’ I 
sez, ‘yo’ spent yo’ money, but whar yo’ been?’ ”— 
From.the Expositor. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
N.Y. Prise illustration. 


The Difference in Sermons.—This people honour- 
eth me with their lips, but their heart ts far from me 
(v. 6).. Some sermons merely comb the hair, but 
others cleanse the heart—From John A. Holmes. 
Sent by Paul E. Hollister, Concepcion, Chile. 


Manned by Dead Men.—Bui in vain do they wor- 
ship me (v. 7). Have you ever read “The Ancient 
Mariner”? I dare say you thought it one of the 
strangest imaginations ever put together, especially 
that part where the old mariner represents the corpses - 
of all the dead men rising up to man the ship, — dead 
men pulling the ‘rope, dead men steering, dead men 
spreading sails. I thought what a strange idea that 
was. But do you know, I have lived to see that time. 
I have gone into churches, and I have seen-a dead man 
in the pulpit, a dead man as deacon, a dead man han- 
dling the plate, and dead men sitting to hear.—From 
Spurgeon. ‘Sent by J, A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Mrs. Barclay’s Bird.—Keep thy heart with all dili- 

ence; for out of it are the issues of life (Golden 

ext). In “The Life of Florence Barclay,” by her 
daughter, it is told how she purchased a lovely treas- 
ure from an art dealer in Florence. It was a won- 
derful little jeweled box, and when a spring was 
touched the lid would fly open, and.a tiny bird,. hardly 
an inch high, would~spring up and pour forth a flute- 
like song. She took her little bird to preach his elo- 
querit sermon to a great audience in Manchester. She 
touched the spring, the little bird sprang up, and 
his clear notes penetrated to the farthest corner of 
the hall! “One may be sure that the lesson of the 
little bird stayed in the minds of those present — that 
there are people very much like him, ready to stand 
up in the pew on Sunday and sing a_ hymn right 
through, but on Monday morning down goes the lid; 
they are shut in the prison of worldliness, self-seek- 
ing, money-making, and, like the little bird, they lack, 
without knowing it, life, light, and liberty.”—Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. , 


Seeing the Heart.—Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence (Golden Text). It is recorded that a poorly 
dressed woman went to a physician asking him to 
make an X-ray examination of her heart, free of. 
cost. She said she was very poor and could not pay. 
But when he turned his machine a little below the 
heart he saw a concealed pocket in which was a purse 
containing five twenty-dollar gold pieces. “Your heart ° 
is very bad,” he said. : “You lied when you said you 
were poor.” In like manner God knows our hearts.— 
From a Church bulletin. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


No Ladies Present.—Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gencé; for: out of it are the issues of life (Golden 
Text). °«In-one of *the Virginia campaigns, General 
Grant and- his‘ staff were gathered one evening in a 
country farmhouse. The officers were about the fire, 
and -Grant, a little removed, was sitting in silence. 
The officers were telling stories. Presently one of 
them said, “I have a very good sfory to tell,” and then 
to indicate what was coming, he added, “I think there 
are no ladies here.’ There was an expectant ripple 
of laughter, in the midst of which General Grant 
looked up. and quietly remarked, “No, but there are 
gentlemen here.” The story was not told. Do we 
need argument to show us that gentlemen must be of 
clean heart?—From Robert E. Speer. Sent by Mary 
E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. = 


Saving the Crown Jewels.—Keep. thy heart with 
all diligence; for out of tt are the issues of life 
(Golden Text). The crown jewels of England have 
been kept in a strong iron cage since Colonel Blood’s 
daring attempt to steal them. The brave warder, 
Talbot Edwards, gave his life to save them. The 
Devil is after your crown jewels — your modesty, your 
sobriety, your honor, your eternal inheritance. Hold 
them fast in the iron cage of faith. One who vatues 
them gave His life and saved them for you—From 
The Christian Home Magazine. Sent by Mrs. W. H. 
Sim, Holstein, Ont., Can. ; 
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928 Mark 7 : 1-23 A 
Pla the stormy waves. They had never seen Your Class of Girls 
aa From the tform anyone walking on a a and were ‘ 
wed By Philip E. Howard frightened, until they heard his loving By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
tion 7 “3 voice saying, “Be of good cheer: it is I; ! e ecelve 
the A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, | be not afraid.” Then he got in the boat 
de we thank thee = age thou art gr aged ' with them, the wind not gs eta 8 me How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
an thy dealings with insincerity. e cannot! they were soon across the lake. ter 1, As a girl thinketh — so is she. S ] 
3 ® sos , d . . 
es come to thee in the spirt of pretense: and | they had landed, the people brought many | Whence come her thought? a Salary 
- see through to our inmost thought, “straight sick folks to be heale . ste oi a -y 3. How can she control ¢hem? 
that as line of light.” Help us, we pray thee, asked only to touch his clothes, and as . ‘is 
sey so to live that the outward shall be right, | Many as touched him were made per- : R E] 
mp- and true to an inward life that is true and | fectly well. MB HAT do you think about when alse even 
right because of thine own control and in- We have seen that there were many nobody is pestering you?” This 
dwelling. May we not_ be willing to speak people healed and helped by the Lord is the question asked by a certain famous e 
6). smooth words while our thoughts remain | Jesus, and they loved him. But the Phari- | preacher, who says also, “Tell me that, | 
said = pena pond nee oan “4 por Fg ymere | sees and scribes were still trying to find | honestly, and I will tell you what you mes 
und. depth no reality, no power. We ask it all something wrong about his work. really are. : : : 
ran’ in thy dear name. Amen. ~ A crowd of these faultfinders came} Ask your girls this question, and show a 
hon ere from Jerusalem to watch him, and sure | them how true a measure of character it I want to relate what the 
. I After the Lesson.—It is said that John | enough, they found something that they | really is. What we think of and do of Lord has done to a family 
Sit Hay, when he was Secretary of State, | said was very wrong. The disciples came | necessity, imposed upon us by obligation since they contribute to the 
tica said of a certain man with whom he was | in from the street, and ate without wash- | from without ourselves, such as school cause of the Jewish mission 
» obliged to do business, “I never like to | ing their hands, and the Master had not | duties, business, or even home duties, is i : 2 
talk with that man. I cannot listen very | reproved them for it. So these men be-| not nearly so true an indication of our The head of the family, a 
ster well to what he is saying, because { must | gan at ance to find fault. For they had | true selves as the things we choose to do man about 45 years of age, 
me be trying to think what it is he is not} a law (not one that God had given them, | of our own free choice, such as our has received a raise in salary 
but saying!” No one else likes to talk with | but it had been handed down from some | amusements and leisure occupations. But eleven times since they have 
nes. that sort of man either. The Lord Jesus | man) that whenever they went among | even these outward activities we choose ‘ 
called such men a pretty severe name — | people who were not Jews, they must not | for ourselves do not reveal the deepest contributed to the cause of 
what was it? Yes, hypocrites,—pre-| eat until they had washed their hands, | self within because we cannot avoid gov- bringing the gospel to the 
yor= tenders, insincere. And there are such | —not because their hands were soiled, erning them somewhat by what others Jews, which, of course, is 
re ag I veers Wedron _— pA cc eed eg they were so | will think of them. exe | in our — only secondary to the spirit- 
= f ite, 7 “a other folks | mu tter than other people. thoughts, which none need ever know but ual blessings the Lord has 
y name any of us in a list of pretenders? | Jesus knew that this was not one of | ourselves (and the all-seeing God whom a ra 
pses Do we say one thing and mean another? | his Father’s commandments, and he told | we so easily forget, unless we love him), bestowed upon them. 
lead Do we believe ore thing and do just the | these faultfinders that they had left God’s | can we find the final key to what we actu- (Name and address in our 
men opposite? Do we appear to be all right | laws and were trying to keep the com-/| ally are—those things we think about files.) 
that when talking to father or mother, and | mands of men. Then he told them of one | “when nobody is pestering us” to think of You see, it's this way; the Jews 
ime. outside the front gate we are very differ- | of God’s commandments that they were | or to do something others wanrtt. ty : 
nan ent? Some of these lessons set us think- | breaking. God said in his Jaw, “Honor Ask your girls to tell themselves, just are God's property, and you 
lan- ing, don’t they? Well, they ought to.| thy father and thy mother,” and the law | now, as you talk with them, what they can’t touch them for good without 
rom Let’s get right with God, and we shall be | they had received from men said that a| know their thoughts run to as soon as some blessing sticking, as a con- 
right clear through. Let us pray. man could tell his father or mother that | they are released to seek their most de- tagion, to you; no less than did 
ee he had given God the money that he | sired level —just before they sleep at : : a ae 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 











| SOUTH AFRICA 
GENERAL MISSION 


23 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


It-has been wisely said that ‘‘we should 
ask God and tell His people.’’ Having 110 
white and 275 native workers, we are at- 
tempting to evangelize the great territor 

including Southern Angola, Nysealand, 
Rhodesii, Zululand, Swaziland, Pondo- 
Yembu-Bomvanaland, and Cape Colony, 
but ‘‘much land waits to be possessed.”’ 
This Mission is often called the Andrew 
Murray Mission, after our beloved First 
President. Information will be F mpg fur- 
nished on application to the office at the 
above address. 














DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS : 


{am a poor boy in misfortune, and | write this 
letter to you all to see if you can help me a little by 
buying a box of utiful sea shells. ‘They are 
strange and wonderful things, fine for presents, sou- 
venirs, or keepsakes. Price one dollar a box. lam 
acrippled boy, permanently bedridden, caused 
by afall. 1 can’t walk or sit up. Been down in bed 
25 years, and | have to earn my living in my helpless 
condition, and if you can send me an order for a box 
of sea shells I sure will appreciate ie 4 kindness, and 
1 believe you will pleased with these pretty sea 
shells. Yours in misfortune, 


JOE MORPHEW 
P, O. Box 61, Flagler Beach, Fla. 








GARTSIDE S 


Fi IRON RUS) SOAP a 





Removes Ink, Rust, Fruit Stains, etc., ~ 
from clothing, rugs, marble. 4 
Sold by drug, d t, and 
Stores for 25. Or send 0c, by mail” 
Dept. S.T., 677 Preston Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Agents Wanted 








A Whole Year for $1.00 ; 
mrHeE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance~said: ‘‘lhere is 
no other | like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 























CHURCH FURNITURE 
Dewptling fo) herd ont ite ee 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 


BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


Extra Profitable! Quick Selling! 
MONEY RAISER! 


The CHORE GIRL 


Patented 

Knitted pure copper, Sponge 
Ball for instantly ee, vend 
and pans. Saves time, bor 
and Cleansers. GREATEST 
DISCOVERY SINCE SOAP! 
At Woolworth’s, Kresge’s, etc. 

Sells for 10 Cents 

Writ METAL TEXTILE CORP. 

Dept ‘ir. ‘Orance, N: J:, US: A. ai 
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high and beautiful thoughts, that girl of 
yours who yet knows that she has to 
struggle against low ones? Let her give 
herself unreservedly to high and whole- 
some deeds, put all her energy into things 
that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, 
and of good report (Phil. 4:8), and her 
thoughts will tend to fly back to them 
when released for free choice. Especially 
is this true of reading, and equally true of 
the “shows” girls see so freely, as self- 
chosen amusements. No girl can hope to 
have clean thoughts~who frequently sees 
unclean things, or reads of “fornications, 
thefts, murders, adulteries, covetings, 
wickednesses, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, railing, pride, foolishness” (a 
pretty good list of the themes of most 
modern “shows,” isn’t it?), or who runs 
with companions of that ilk. 


3. Acknowledging the source of our 
thoughts tells us how to control them. 
If that girl ho is fighting hard for high 
thoughts will only “remember Jesus 
Christ,” as Paul advised young Timothy 
to do (2 Tim. 2:8), in all her thinking, 
he will keep pure the springs of her 
thought, whence pure living will issue in 
streams of blessing to herself and all her 


world. 
Home Study 


‘Memorize these two contrasting pas- 
sages: Mark 7: 20-23 and-Philippians 4: 
8. “Think on these things” as you ask 
constantly to be enabled to “remember 
Jesus Christ.” 


Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Ciass 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Keeping clean. 

Discussion: Let the fellows name 
some of the things attracting boy life 
today that are doubtful as to their clean- 
ness. 

Objective: Applying God’s Word. 











AY, fellows, Mark-tells us today how 
Jesus showed the scribes and Phari- 
sees the difference between outside and 
inside cleanness. As usual, these fellows 
were laying a trap for Jesus. Matthew 
(22:15) says they took counsel how they 
might entangle him in his talk. But they 
were entangled in their own snare — 
caught in their own trap. They criti- 
cized Jesus for permitting his disciples 
to eat without the ceremonial washing of 
hands. In their eagerness to condemn, 
they cited a merely man-made rule. It 
was not binding upon the disciples. Jesus 
and his followers were careful to observe 
God’s laws, and our Lord turned upon 
those hypocrites and showed them that 
they themselves were actually breaking 
one of the Ten Commandments. Instead 
of honoring their parents as required in 
the Fifth Commandment they were swin- 
dling them. That which was due the 
parents, these Pharisees, by a technical 
excuse, were keeping for themselves un- 
3d the false prefense of devoting it to 
od. 
So here were deceit and theft and abuse 
against a man’s own mother and father. 
Then Jesus proceeded to tell his ac- 
cusers what it really meant to be clean, 
and. it is.one of the best lessons you and 
I can learn today, fellows —the lesson 
of inside cleanness. As a man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he (Prov. 23:7). Jesus 
said, “There is nothing from without a 
man, that entering into him can defile 
him: but the things which come out of 
him, those are they that defile the man” 
(v. 15). Whatever unclean thing we do, 
that thing.exists first in our thought. 
So, fellows, the citadel that you and I 
have to guard most carefully in_order to 
keep clean is away down inside of us, 
where no soap or water or washrag can 
reach. It is in our thinking. I believe 
we would save ourselves. from much un- 
cleanness by keeping a watchful check 
upon our.eyes and ears. .Very often un- 
clean thinking is started by something we 
run upon quite. accidentally and uninten- 
tionally — possibly with our eyes or our 





‘ears: .There will always be a warning 


with it, however. Our conscience will 
tell us. Throw the check on right there. 
Turn the eyes or ears away, and fix at- 
tention on something else. 

Sometimes there may be a reasonable 
doubt as to whether a thing is wrong 
or not. In such cases it is still wise to 
turn away. I have a friend who, when 
he picks up a collar to put on and begins 
to debate in his mind whether it_is clean 
enough to wear, promptly discards it, for 
he says, “If it’s doubtful, it’s dirty’ I 
am gure this would be a_good rule to 
apply to our thinking. For sooner or 
later our thoughts will bear, their sure 
fruitage in action. Unclean acts spring 
from unclean thinking. Likewise a clean, 
pure life flows from a heart and mind that 
promptly reject filth and refuse in any 
shape or form. 

The best way I know to cultivate a 
clean inside is to give it regular feeding 
on God’s Word. The Psalmist himself 
has said it: ‘“Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way? by taking heed 
thereto according to thy word” (Psa. 119: 
9). This also keeps the conscience keen 
and sensitive, and saves us from being 
taken by surprise. 

Fellows, Jesus Christ wants clean, up- 
standing men to do his work today. Let’s 
furnish them to him from the ranks in 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SESUS TEACHES SINCERITY 
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MARCH 3, 1928 


your class. Let’s sign up now for a clean 
fight under the banner of the. purest, 
finest, best Leader who ever challenged 
real manhood —even Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour. 


GREENSBORO, N, C, 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of March 11) 


1. The fact that thousands were willing 
Pd — him into the wilderness, without 
ood, 


2. No leader, no pasture, and an easy 
prey to the woives of false doctrines. 

3. A few did, but for the most: part they 
turned away. Even some of his disciples 
left him when they -found he would not 
set up an earthly kingdom (John 6: 66). 

4. They were so mightily impressed with 
the Lord Jesus’ divine power that they tried 
at once to proclaim him their king. 


5. What but sorrow could have filled 
his heart over the évident reception of it as 
a mere demonstration of power over the 
physical, a mere satisfaction for bodily hun- 
ger (see John 6: 22-26, and the like). 

6. Their faith was more fully established 
in their Master, for when he asked if they 
would leave him also, as did the disap- 
pointed multitude, they replied, “Thou hast 
the words of eternal life” (John 6: 67, 68). 
What joy- that answer must have given 
him! 

7. Does it not assure me of (1) my 
Lord’s readiness to recognize: and meet my 
engpee needs, my everyday needs; (2) of 

is supreme command over all nature to 
bring it into the service of those who follow 
him; (3) of his wish to have all who are 
hungry share in his ‘supplies for both body 
and soul; (4) of myshare, as his follower, 
in “giving them to eat” who know him not 
as “the bread of life’; (5) and of his gift . 
for the soul of the bread that perisheth not, 
as well as of daily physical food? 


8. That it is always better, as we face 
a problem, to ask God for his solution of 
it before telling him what we think. 


9. In the feeding of the five thousand it 
was the leaderless condition of the~ people, 
so much like sheep without a shepherd; in 
the other case it was the: extreme hunger 
of the people, after three days without food. 

10. In one case, they thought they might 
buy bread enough to satisfy the hunger.;. in 
the other, such a possibility does not seem 
to have occurred to them as feasible. 


11. He took a small supply of food, 
blessed it, miraculously multiplied it, re- 
quired the people to be seated, distributed 
through the disciples until all were :filled, 
then had the fragments gathered up. 

12. The same disciples who were with 
the Lord on the first occasion, seemed, on 
the second occasion, to forget how they had 
seen his power manifested. - 

13. All the disciples thought only of 
material ways of meeting difficult circum- 
stances. The way of the. Spirit would have 
been to turn to the Lord for help. ~ * 

14. Personal. 
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Lesson for March 18 
Mark 7 : 1-23 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





March 25.. What Is. My Share in the Mission-. 
ary Enterprise? 1 Thess. 1: 1-10. (Mis- 
sionary meeting.) 

April 1. What Happens When Young Peo- 
ple Dare to Follow Christ? Luke 9: 57- 
62; Matt. 4 : 18-20. (Consecration meeting.) 

April 8. Why We Believe in Immortality. 
1 Cor. 15 ; 16-23. (Easter.) 

April 15. The Dangers of Slang and Cheap 

Talk, Matt. 12 : 33-37. 





Sunday, March 18 


What Are the Real Values of Church 
Membership? (Col. 3 : 8-17) 





Mon.—Its fellowship value (1 Cor. 12: 
12-27). 

Tues.—Its organization value (x Cor. 12: 
4-11). 

Wed.—Its moral support (Acts 4 : 31-37). 

Thurs.—Its challenge to service (1 Cor. 


15 : 58). 

Fri.—Its broadening vision (Acts 13 : 1-3). 

Sat.—Its character training (Phil, 2: 1- 
16) 











; How does the church benefit us? 


What help to us is the fellowship of Chris- 
tians ? 


“| Be Evangelical Christian tells of a 
young man who was going from one 
city. to another to engage in a new busi- 
ness. On the way he met an old gentle- 
man, and a conversation began. 

“Have you any letters of commenda- 
tion?” asked the old gentleman as he 
learned of the young man’s purpose. 

“Only one,’ was the reply. 

“None other?” asked the old man. 

“Only my church letter.” 

_ “Ah,” said the old man, “that is what 
I wanted to hear. Put it into a church 
as soon as you get into the city. I am 
an old sea-captain and have sailed around 
the world. I have found on reaching 
port it was best to tie up at the wharf. 
It has cost me something, but it has 
kept me steady in times of storm.” 
se 

There is much written and spoken 
against the church today. There are 
those who are actively opposed to all 
‘for which the church stands, and whose 
plans and schemes are thwarted so long 
as the church exists. There are those 
who are merely indifferent, who cannot 
see any reason why they should belong 
to church, who feel that they are or can 
be just as good as church members with- 
out affiliating with any, church. 

It is profitable, therefore, as young 
Christians to consider what the church 
means to us and what it has to offer us. 
Such a study should increase our own 
appreciation for and loyalty to the church, 
and it should give us a_ worth-while 
answer for those who would tell us that 
they do not need the church of Christ. 

We must not forget that the Chris- 
tian church was organized and blessed 
by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 42-47). The 
Epistles were written to and for the edifi- 
cation and admonition of the. church. 
Although today we may see much in 
Christian churches that is contrary to 
God’s original program, and although the 
lives of many individual Christians and 
church members are far from what God 
would have them be, nevertheless the 
organized church is God’s only revealed 
plan in this age for carrying the good 
news of the Gospel to the uttermost 
parts of the earth and for the building up 
and strengthening of Christians. 

pe 

Let us think of some of the values of 
the Christian church. Perhaps the first 
that comes to mind is its value to the 
community. Many, who would not think 
of entering the doors of the church or 
supporting her in any way, would never- 
theless refuse to live in a community 
where there were no churches. Whether 
entirely faithful to her mission or’ not, 
the church is usually the visible sign of 
that which is pure and upright and good. 
Her very presence is usually-a rebuke to 
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evil, and in many communities the church 
takes the more active part of vigorously 
opposing vice and crime. 
we 

The church of Christ is a vital factor 
in the child life of a community. Many 
parents who never darken’a church door 
are eager to have their children go to 
Sunday-school, and all too often the 


church supplies the only Christian -train- 


ing and instruction -that children - get. 
The service of the church in. this field 
is incalculable. 


The Christian church in many com- 
munities is the backbone of numerous 
benevolent and charitable organizations. 
Their work, while purely humanitarian 
nevertheless is an important part of com- 
munity life, and without the support and 
encouragement of the church such work 
would collapse. 


But there is a far deeper ministry for 
the church of Christ, —that which effects 
the spiritual life of individual Christians. 
To them the true church is a stronghold 
of prayer, where Christ’s promise con- 
cerning two or three agreed as touching 
anything (Matt. 18:19) is claimed and 
fulfilled. m 


To believers, the church of Christ is 
the great ieveller, where barriers of race 
and station (Col. 3:11) are forgotten 
and all are one in Christ. 


The church will be the place where 
the Christian will find fellowship with 
those who are like-minded. It will be 
the place where the evil passions of the 
world are put aside (Col. 3:8, 9), and 
where the fruit of the Spirit will shine 
forth in Christian love one toward an- 
other (Col. 3:10, 12-14). Here it is 
that the truest and best friends will be 
found, regardless of all the world may 
say concerning certain individual church 
members who have not proved faithful 
or Christlike. 


In the church, the Christian will find 
his fullest encouragement apart from 
God and the Word. Among _ fellow 
Christians he will find those who best 
understand his problems and temptations, 
and who thus know how to, through the 
Word, and through prayer, give him that 
sympathy and encouragement that mean 
so much (Heb. 10:25). 


To the church the Christian will go 
for nourishment and for instruction in the 
way (Eph. 4:14-16; Col. 3:16; Acts 
20: 28 Christians need the exhortation 
and instruction from the pulpit and the 
exchange of Christian experience from 
the prayer-meeting as well as the direct 
teaching of the Holy Spirit in private 
devotions. 

we 


The church offers opportunity to unite 
in carrying out tne Great Commission 
given to all Christians to go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature (Mark 16:45). It is not pos- 
sible or practical for alt Christians to 
go personally, but through Spirit-led co- 
operation in the church, those who can- 
not go may pray for and support those 
who are able to go. 

we 


The church offers the opportunity to 
obey the Lord’s command. concerning 
the memorial of ‘his death, “This do in 
remembrance of me” (1 Cor. 11: 23-26). 
Our Lord has told us, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15), 
and there is practically no opportunity 
for keeping his commandment concerning 
the Lord’s Supper apart from the church 
of Christ. “ 


Let us thank God, therefore, for his 
church and let us do all in our power 
to support it with our presence, by our 
gifts, and by our prayers. Let us not 
add our criticism to the condemnation of 
the world, even though we may see things 
that indicate a lack of faithfulness and 
indifference in the church. Shall we not 





take any such faults to God in prayer, 


‘Avenue, Philadelphia (5 ‘cents a copy, 


asking him to pour out a mighty re- 
vival upon his church that shall quicken 
her and equip her for his greatest min- 
istry and blessing? 
4 

The Rev. Warren-R. Ward has written 
a helpful pamphlet, “Why Should I Join 
and Attend Church?” It may be had 
from the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Fifty-eighth. Street and Chester 





special terms for quantities). An excel- 
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lent book on this subject, “Your Church 
and You,” by Dr. Fredetick L. Fagley, 
just being published by. Fleming H. Re- 
vell Company, New York, Copies of it 
may be had at $1 each. 
b) 

How has the church helped me? 

Have I given the church every possible 
opportunity to help me? ° 

What does my fellowship. mean to other 
Christians ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Bi first note shown above is 
F. Whether you are singing 


See How Easy It Is To 


Learn Music This New Way 


struments this splendid new quick 
way. 





from notes, playing the piano or 
banjo or any other musical in- 


You can do it, too! Youngsters of 
10 to r2 have done it, and men as old 





strument, that note in the first 
space is always F. The four notes 
indicated are F. A. C. E., eas 
to remember because they spell 
the word ‘‘face.’’ Certain strings on the man- 
dolin, certain keys on the piano represent these 
same notes—and once you learn them, playing 
melodies on the instrument is largely a matter 
of following the notes. 

Anyone can now learn to play a musical in- 
strument at home without a teacher. A new, 
simplified method of teaching reduees all mu- 
sic to its simplest possible form. You can now 
master singing, piano playing or any musical 
instrument you wish, right at home, quickly, 
easily, without endless study and practice. 

Play Your Favorite Instrument Three 
: Months From Today 
You don’t have to know anything whatever about 
music to learn to play a 
LEARN TO PLAY musical instrument es 
BY NOTE ] new way. You don’t have 


to pin yourself down to 








regular hours, to regular 


Mandolin Saxophone classes, You practice when- 


ever you can, learn as 


Piano . Celle quickly as you please. 

Organ Ukulele All she meertenee <: = 
i ‘teries’’ of music have been 
Vielin Cornet reduced to a method of 


Banjo Trombone amazing simplicity — each 
step is made as clear as 

Or Any Other ABC. Thousands have 
Instrument already learned to play 
their favorite musical in- 











as 60 have found new interest and 
enjoymentin learning how to play a 
a musical instrument. $ 





You don’t have to listen while others 

entertain any ionger. YOU can te 
made the center of attraction, the talented person 
who holds the audience fascinated. 


Free Book Explains All—SEND TODAY 


Every one who is interested in' music should send 
at once for our valuable book “ A/usic- Lessons in 
Your Own Home,.”’ \t not only explains the wonder- 
ful new simplified method a learning music, but 


tells.about an offer now being made to music lovers. 


With it will be sent a Demonstration Lesson, which 
proves better than words how delightfully quick and 
easy thefamous method is. We supply instruments 
when needed, cash or credit. Mail this coupon at once 
for your copy. But act now before the supply is ex- 
hausted. U. S. Senoon or Music, 383 Brunswick 
Building, New York. 

ee ES ee eS ee ee MP A Se ee em er em me mm 


U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 

383 Brunswick Bldg., New York City. 

_ Please send me your free book, ‘‘ Music Lessons 
in Your Own Home,” with introduction by Dr. Frank 
Crane, Demonstration Lesson, and particulars of your 
offer. 1 am interested in the following course: 


S/O SS © BS © 4.5, 94% ©. © OO @2Q @ ©. 
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It’s only a 

















ever written 





Socie ty. 


eading this booklet 


has saved thousands 
from financial worry 


but it has proved itself the most interesting booklet 


from financial worry by acting on its advice and in- 
vestin in the Annuity Bonds of the American Bible 


For over 50 years these bonds have provided a safe, 
established inconie for annuitants. For over 50 years 
the American Bible Society has issued bonds without 
loss to a single investor. 


They are free from trouble and yield a fixed rate 
of annuity, as high as 9% according to age of annui- 
tant. You receive your half-yearly check promptly. 
i} There are no complicated details to consider, no 
I} coupons to clip, no bank book to lose. 


| Get the full story of this wonderful investment in 
it Christian enterprise NOW! Send the coupon today! 


small booklet, quickly and easily read, 


for thousands who have been saved 











Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


Gentlemen: 


| AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Please send me without obligation on my part 
your booklet No.C-16, entitled “Bibles and a 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





A Hymnal for Joyous Youth 
poms, 8A new All-purpose 
Hymnal for Young 


People. Suitable 
nal 

or for every kind of 
Boyous Goutty religious service. 


The subjects in the 
book that appeal to 
aspiring youth are 
abundant. To those 
who are interested 
in good, new music 
on the vital subjects 
of religion—subjects 
that voice the call of Christ to loyalty 
and heroism — songs that stir the heart 
and soul to action, should possess the 
Hymnal for Joyous Youth. Prices: 
Cloth, $40 per 100; $4.80 per dozen, not 
prepaid; single copies, 50 cents, post- 
aid; high-grade manila, $25 per 100; 
3.00 per dozen, not prepaid; single 
copies, 30 cents, postpaid. Returnable 
sample copies sent for examination. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 


N. B.—If in need of some special vocal music we 
may be able to supply it. 




















ASTER 
iS” HALL- MACK CO. 
MUSIC 


Samples of services free to Pastor, Superintendent 
or Committee. 


EASTER HELPER, No. 14 
z12@ selections—6 Songs, Pantomimes, Drills, Recita- 
tions, etc., allin one book. 25 cents, postpaid. 
A PAGEANT 
Tue Roan To Jerusacem. A thrilling presentation 
of the Eastertide Story. 25 cents each. $3.00 the 
» postpaid. 
BASTER SPECIALS, No.4 


Four special numbers for “‘ teen age,’’ bound in one 
booklet. 25 cents. % 


SEND 50 CENTS 


for Packet T and receive all the above. Only one sent 
to the purchaser, 


HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch Street, Phila.,Pa. 
National Music Co., 218 S, Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Are You Proud 
of Your 
Pulpit Bible 


or is a new one needed ? 
Wouldn’t it be a source of inspira- 
tion to your Pastor if on 


EASTER SUNDAY 


one or more members of your con- 
gregation had seen to it that. the old 
worn-out volumé, whose pages and 
binding, though hallowed from much 
use, were replaced by a handsome, 
new, readable 


NELSON PULPIT BIBLE 


Why not get together with some of 
the other forward looking, loyal peo- 
ple and decide that this would be an 
ideal Easter service to render ? 

How much better the impression will 
be on new members to see a substan- 
tial,well bound Bible than one with 
ragged edges and loose covers. 


Special reduced prices on Pulpit 
Bibles purchased before Easter. 
Write for particulars. 

















. Thomas Nelson & Sons i 
8 381A Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y. 4 
: Please send me ‘details of special prices & 
a on Pulpit Bibles. : 
s : 
‘ Cnc ntestice A eicibcaticecscecscisccccosmsenicn ‘ 

2 
: Street....... Zin athe hicks sak saben saakaica Saeki oe : 
’ 2 
} RN acsccnsdioheauarsacSiesven ts be Re 5 


( For Family Worship 
\ By, Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committes. 


March 12 to 18 


Mon.—Mark 7 : 1-13. Jeous Teaches Sincerity. 
RUE sincerity is based on the Word 
TE God. A tradition of the ancients 
cannot stand against the commandments 
of God. Our Lord turned from the 
learned doctors as hopeless to the com- 
mon people with their common sense. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Sudan United Mission (B, Falcon Court, 
32 Fleet Street, London E. C. 4), and 
for the thirty tribes in Nigeria, the Cam- 
eroons, French Equatorial Africa, and 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan among whom 
it is working; pray especially for God's 
blessing on its efforts to establish an in- 
digenous church; pray for its bookiet, 
“The Call of the Sudan,” and for the 
supply of all needs. 
‘Tues.—Mark 7 : 14-23 
Jesus Emphasizes the Inner Life. 

It is utterly impossible to cleanse “the 
flesh,” the old Adamic nature. Washing 
hands or even the whole body will not 
do it. The only thing to do with it is 
to crucify it (Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Nile Mission Press (John L. Oliver, Gen- 
eral Secretary, 22 Culverden Park Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, England); for 
the six hundred books for Moslems and 
native churches which it has issued since 
1905; for its bookshops in Cairo, Jeru- 
salem, Algiers, and Aleppo; for its col- 
porteurs traveling in Egypt, Palestine, 
Algeria, and the Sudan, that they may 
continue to have conversions. Pray for 
all missions to the Mohammedans. 


Wed.—Matthew 6 : 1-7. . 
Jesus Condemns Hypocrisy. 

The Greek word for “hypocrite” means 
“actor.” The old amphitheater “hypo- 
crite” could not be heard at the fiftieth 
tier of seats, so he wore a mask with a 
kind of sound amplifier in it. Richard 
Mansfield said that his hearers, as well 
as he, were all actors. We can fool men 
and ourselves, but not God (cf. 1 Kings 
14:6). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Spur- 
geon’s forty colporteurs who began per- 
sonal work and the dissemination of the 
Scriptures in the villages of England 
sixty years ago; pray for the Colportage 
Association of Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, 
Newington Green, London, S. E. 1; for 
its president and the pastor of this famous 
old church, the Rev. H. Tydeman Chil+ 
vers; pray that other British ond Aimer- 
ican churches may send out colporteurs. 


Thurs.—Joha 2: 1222-°"""" - 
Corrupt Worship. Rebuked. 

On the Passover eve, the head of 
every family coilected all the leaven and 
had a general house-cleaning. Jesus was 
doing in his Father’s house what was be- 
ing done in every house in Jerusalem. If 
we let sins into the temples of our bodies, 
he will drive them out with the small 
cords of his chastening (cf. 1 Cor. tr: 31, 
32). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Figueras Evangelistic Mission in Spain 
(the Rev. Luis Lopes Rodrigues, Di- 
rector, Figueras, Spain); pray for its 
evangelization of the whole Province of 
Erona, for its medical mission, and X-ray 
treatment of cancer; for the ceasing of 
religious persecution and imprisonment of 
Protestants in Spain; for the Spanish Re- 
ligious Tract and Book Society in connec- 
tion with this mission which has sent 
out over Spain and South America six 
million tracts and Gospels; pray that its 
especial need of funds at this.time may be 
supplied. 


Fri.—Matthew 25 : 31-4. 
Sincerity of Character Rewarded. 
_Our Lord is incarnate, in a sense, in 
his dear children who are hungering and 








Every kindness to these is a kindness to 
him. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Spezia Mission for Italy (the Rev. H. H. 
Pullen, General Director, Casa Alberto, 
Spesia, Italy); for its parish of forty 
million souls, utterly without God; pray 
that it may be used to deliver many from 
spiritual slavery; pray for its preaching, 
Bible day schools, kindergarten, Sunday- 
schools, work among’ soldiers and sailors, 
and its orphanage. 


Sat.—Matthew 26 : 6-13. 

: Genuine Friendship Rewarded. 
Mary of Bethany, alone of our Lord’s 
disciples, understood him when he prdphe- 
sied his death and resurrection (see Sco- 
field Reference Bible note on this pas- 
sage). He will not forget those who dis- 
cern his purposes for this age. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
world’s largest family, 7,799 boys and 
girls in-the Dr. Barnardo .Homes (Dr. 
Barnardo Homes, 17 Barnardo House, 
7o Causeway, London E. 1), which the 
World War has made more difficult to 
maintain than ever before; pray for all 
orphanages and homes for children and 
old folks, especially in this winter time 
when the need of care and shelter is so 
great. 


Sun.—Psalm 24:1-6. The Sincere Worshiper. 


This is a direct reference to the Lord, 
who as the only worthy One shall rule 
the earth, which is his. But he will share 
its rule with those who have let him 
cleanse their hands and purify their hearts 
(Rev. 3:21). 


PraYyER Succestions: Pray for the 
message of victory in Christ wherever 
it is being emphasized in home and for- 
eign lands, that our Lord, through the 
operation of the blessed Holy Spirit, may 
not only be preparing his people to meet 
him when he comes, but that he may be 





preparing them to share. with him the 


(Lesson for March 18) MARCH 3, 1928 


reign of the universe; pray that God's 
people may be able to stand the test in 
these times of fiery trial; pray for Eng- 
land’s Keswick, America’s Keswick, Can- 
ada’s Keswick, and all societies and 
agencies who teach the possibility and 
way of victory, that they may beguided 
in preparing for their summer confer- 
ences; pray for The Sunday School 
Times, and all other magasines that teach 
this message. 








Easter Recitations 


Easter “t's 


No. 24 
e A full supply for entire 
schgol, including a com- 
plete .pageant. Price 
15. cents, 
GABRIEL’S EASTER 
ree CAROLS 
A colléction of 14 new 
Easter songs for small 
children. Price 20 cents. Send 20 cents-for 
the two numbers described above, andwe 
will send an additional new Easter Service 
FREE; also our Valuable Spring Catalog of 
new publications to meet every need. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
508 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 





FEARN $25 WEEKLY criti ior News: 

writing for News- 
papers and Magazines. Experience unnecessary, 
Copyright book, ‘‘ How to Write for Pay,’ Free. 
Press Reporting Institute, 1287, St. Louis, Mo. 













tom tyShirts, Pajamas 
and t Underwear. Free sample line 


t commissions, Extra 
#.T- and Pike sharing. Write today! 
CARLTON mi 


are, Inc. z 
1214 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. Dept. 377 - 








Make $15 a day selling this won- 
derful new household article that has 
taken the country by storm. It is 
CED-O-BAG amoth-proof, damp- 
proof, dust-proof, germ-proof store 
age bag for clothes, blankets afid 
furs. It is the greatest, fastest sel- 
ling household article that has come 
on the market for years. Every 
housewife wants one, buys on sight. 

CED-O-BAGS are made from rubberized 
fabric which has been chemically treated. 
They are patented. Nothing else ike them. 
Instead of a small easily torn paper bag 
or a clumsy, expensive cedar chest, 2 
CED-0O-BAG provides adequate space for 

_two to four garments. And yet, with all 
of these distinctive advantages CE 
BAGS are priced for quick sale. 


Ced-0-Bags Offer Big Profits 


There is a chance for you to clean up 
_a lot of money in your town at once just 
by taking orders for CED-O-BAGS. L. H. 
mn went out and made a clear profit of 
$1Zin one afternoon. J. V. Davis took five 
: - orders in one even- 


lips made $53 in 
one week’s spare 
time (evenings.) 
You can do as well, 
or better. 


No Experience 
Needed 
You don’t need 
experience or train- 


ing. Every home in 
your town is a live 








thirsting and suffering (cf. Acts 9:4). 


prospect. AH you have to do is show 





the housewife a CED-O-BAG and pie 
ou 


her order. We deliver and collect. 


get your profits at once, and move on to 


the next house and take er order. 
Everyone buys. Geo. Jones took 22 orders 
in two days spare time and had a clear 
profit of $22. 21 agentsreport an average 
profit of $3 an hour. : 


How Much Money Do You Want? 


Would you like to make an extra $100 
or $200 a month, in your spare time? 
Would you like to gather a lump sum of 
$500 or $600 in a couple of months? If 
you would, here is your chance. Mail me 
the coupon and £ will tell you_all about 
this money-making proposition. I will show 
you how you can make $15 a day or more 
‘in this easy, pleasant, engaging work. [I 
will show you the way to pais | profits— 
big profits. Mail the coupon now. 


C. E. Comer, The Comer Mfg. Co. 
Dept.W-653 « «= « Dayton, Ohio 


{Mail This Now 


CoE, Comes, Theo Comer BS 
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